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The Institute of Directors gave a mixed reaction to this year’s GCSE results. On the one hand, the further increase in pass rate (grades A*-C) and the higher proportion of pupils being awarded A*-A grades implied further grade inflation. But, on the other hand, improved take-up in GNVQs (part 1) is a welcome sign of increased interest in a developing vocational pathway in schools. 

Ruth Lea, Head of the Policy Unit at the IoD, said:

"We congratulate today’s successful students but there is mounting evidence that the secondary school examination system needs radical reform. The tendency for an increasing number of pupils to take GCSEs early is yet one more sign that GCSEs do not stretch academically inclined children when taken at 16. And the gender gap, even though moderating, is still worryingly high. 

“Even though there have been some attempts to develop a vocational pathway in schools, much still needs to be done. There is a pressing need for a respected and challenging vocational pathway, as, for example, in Germany. Such a pathway would have the added advantage of reducing boys’ disaffection with schooling. Then we could toughen up the academic pathway, making it more demanding for academically inclined children."
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