All-Party Group for Construction Skills Created

As part of ConstructionSkills’ programme to underpin its accountability to Parliament, the Sector Skills Council for the construction industry, which comprises 

CITB-ConstructionSkills, Construction Industry Council and CITB NI, has supported the creation of an All-Party Parliamentary Group on Construction Skills and Training. The group has been formally registered following its inaugural meeting on March 2nd 2004. The APPG has been formed as a discussion forum and a means of communication between Parliamentarians, the Sector Skills Council and the industry.

The draft terms of reference for the group are: 'To promote understanding amongst Parliamentarians and others of the quality standards and safety culture demanded by a 21st Century Construction Industry which seeks to support a world class economy; and to investigate and promote how the supply of education and training can be made accessible to, and better understood by construction employees and employers.'

The first meeting was attended by 8 MPs, ConstructionSkills Chairman Sir Michael Latham and CITB-ConstructionSkills Chief Executive Peter Lobban. In addition a number of other MPs* have expressed an interest in attending future meetings of the Group. It is expected that another two meetings will be held before the end of 2004. 

Lawrie Quinn MP said: “Many MPs are unaware of the impact that construction has on the UK. As one of the largest industry sectors construction plays a significant part in all constituencies in terms of employment, environment and the economy, and with the implementation of this group it is hoped that MPs will be better informed about the issues of training and skills needed in the industry.”

*MPs who have expressed support for the establishment of the All-Party Parliamentary Group:

Government Party

· Chairman of the Group - Lawrie Quinn MP 

· Secretary of the Group - Kerry Pollard MP 

· Ian Stewart MP 

· Ian Davidson MP 

· Kelvin Hopkins MP 

· Andy King MP 

· Jonathan Shaw MP 

· Steven McCabe MP 

· Michael Clapham MP 

· Eric Illsley MP

Main Opposition
· Vice-Chair of the Group - Sir Sydney Chapman MP 

· Christopher Chope MP 

· Henry Bellingham MP 

· Tim Boswell MP 

· Mark Simmonds MP 

· Sir John Butterfill MP 

· Nick Hawkins MP

Other Opposition Parties
· David Rendel MP 

· Baroness Scott of Needham Market

