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Despite all the talk on transport policy, members of the Institute of Directors remain largely dubious about the Government’s progress and planned improvements. In the first of a regular series of briefings on transport matters, the IoD expressed serious concern over the lack of momentum in the much-heralded 'Ten Year Plan'. 

· The rail network is of particular concern. The quangos set up to oversee the running of the rail system are proving to be especially ineffective. 

· On the roads, there seem to be contradictory signals from the Government on congestion charging. Worryingly, the Motorists' Forum, set up by the Government to advise on policy, was unknown to 81 per cent of directors in a recent survey and had only made contact with two per cent of business organisations on which the IoD is represented.

· The London Underground remains embroiled in the PPP dispute to the detriment of its future prospects.

In only two areas of the Government’s current Ten Year Plan for Transport would there seem to be the potential for success. These are in the important areas of the reduction of road accidents, and improving information to travellers. However, on all other key areas there is cause for concern. This was borne out in a recent survey of IoD members, which found.

· Only 9 per cent of UK directors thought that road congestion would be tackled.

· Fewer than 10 per cent thought that the Strategic Rail Authority and the Rail Regulator had performed well in terms of helping to improve transport.

· Some 43 per cent were sceptical about the chances of success for the Government’s public private partnership for the Underground, compared with only 32 per cent thinking it likely to improve performance.
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· On the railways, 38 per cent thought that there would be improvements because of the Government’s Plan, while a majority 46 per cent remained doubtful. 

Geraint Day, Business Research Executive at the IoD, said:

“Despite all the talk by the various public bodies that have been set up since 1997 – like the SRA, the Rail Regulator, the Commission for Integrated Transport and the recent brief given to Lord Birt - directors are saying that they remain extremely sceptical of the Government’s ability to deliver improvements across many key areas of its transport plan.”
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Notes

(1) The whole 8-page document, Transport Tracker 1 is available from the IoD Press Office and on the IoD website at http://www.iod.co.uk/policy_download.html.

(2) A telephone survey of IoD members was carried out in October 2001 by NOP Business, prior to recent political problems over the Department for Transport, Local Government and the Region. A random sample of 509 directors took part.
Contact Points:

Ruth Lea, Head of the Policy Unit, tel: 020 7451 3291; 

pager: 07626 241749

Geraint Day, Business Research Executive, tel: 020 7451 3286

Steve Reardon, Director of Communications, tel: 020 7451 3263

mobile and out of hours: 07881 626330 

Richard Taylor, Press Officer, tel: 020 7451 3264 

mobile and out of hours: 07721 734886

e-mail: press@iod.com
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Notes to Editors

The Institute of Directors is a non-political organisation with 55,000 members in the UK, whose aim is to help directors to fulfil their leadership responsibilities in creating wealth for the benefit of business and society as a whole. To this end the IoD provides an effective voice to represent the interests of its members to government and opinion-formers, and to bring the experience of business leaders to bear on the conduct of public affairs. 

