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The European Union's latest report on better regulation, the Mandelkern Report, while making some good points does not grasp the nettle of de-regulation, the Institute of Directors said today. Also, the European Commission’s response to the Report does not fully address the needs of business. The report and the response are analysed in the latest edition of RegAlert, the IoD's quarterly survey of mounting red tape on business.

Richard Baron, Deputy Head of the Policy Unit at the IoD, said:

“The Mandelkern Report, written by officials from throughout the European Union, contains some very sound ideas. It is particularly strong on the need to base regulatory decisions on good evidence. It also wants to re-write existing European Union law so as to reduce its bulk from the current 80,000 pages to a mere 30,000 – still a horrific total, but a great improvement.

"Sadly, the Report pulls its punches on de-regulation. It does not recognise that abolishing regulations which are no longer needed is the quickest and most effective route to simplification. For example, do we really need 26 pages of rules on earnings statistics, prescribing long lists of data which businesses must supply to their governments (Reg. 530/1999, 1726/1999 and 1916/2000)? Or a regulation on the use of a 'traditional speciality' label for food (Reg.1848/93)? De-regulation will also make more businesses viable, increasing economic growth and prosperity for all.

"It is good that the Mandelkern Report sets deadlines for action, and that the Commission has accepted those deadlines. But the Commission is not interested in de-regulation and sets a much less ambitious target for the bulk of European law: only cutting it back to 60,000 pages.”
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A Copy of RegAlert is attached.

Contact Points:

Richard Baron, Deputy Head of the Policy Unit, tel: 020 7451 3212 

 pager: 07669 101473; home: 020 7833 0420 

Ruth Lea, Head of the Policy Unit, tel: 020 7451 3291; pager: 07626 241749

        home: 020 8346 3482

Steve Reardon, Director of Communications, tel: 020 7451 3263

mobile and out of hours: 07881 626330 

Richard Taylor, Press Officer, tel: 020 7451 3264 

mobile and out of hours: 07721 734886
Notes to Editors:

The Institute of Directors is a non-political organisation with some 68,000 members world-wide, 54,000 in the UK, whose aim is to help directors to fulfil their leadership responsibilities in creating wealth for the benefit of business and society as a whole. To this end the IoD provides an effective voice to represent the interests of its members to government and opinion-formers, and to bring the experience of business leaders to bear on the conduct of public affairs.

