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The Institute of Directors expressed concern about today’s A level results which showed a further rise in pass rates (continuing a trend which began in the early 1980s) – especially at grade A. The pass rate was 89.8 per cent this year (compared with under 70 per cent in 1982) whilst the number passing at grade A was 18.6 per cent this year (compared with about 12 per cent in 1990).

Ruth Lea, Head of the Policy Unit at the IoD, said:

"We congratulate today’s successful students but we continue to believe that inexorably rising pass rates are symptomatic of endemic and rampant grade inflation. Moreover, there is little evidence that standards are being maintained – let alone improved. Many eminent dons have said that standards are slipping and employers encounter would-be recruits with fistfuls of qualifications who lack basic employability skills. There is little doubt that syllabuses have been diluted over the past 20 years and the switch to modular examinations inevitably reduces any examination’s challenge.

“A levels used to be testing and highly 'discriminatory', gold standards selecting undergraduates for a highly selective university system. This is no longer the case. They are now designed for an age of mass entrance into universities. As the university system has changed so have A levels; they have been 'dumbed down'. The introduction of the Advanced Extension Awards is a de facto admission that A levels are not what they were.    

“However, we feel that the debate about whether standards have fallen and grade inflation is endemic is something of a sterile debate. What is needed is a thorough review of our secondary schooling. Even though there have been some attempts to develop vocational pathway in schools, much still needs to be done. We need to develop a respected and challenging vocational pathway, as, for example, in Germany. Then we could toughen up the academic pathway, making it more demanding for academically inclined children.” 
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Contact points:

Ruth Lea, Head of the Policy Unit, office tel: 020 7451 3291; home tel: 020 8346 3482 

  pager number: 07626 241749

Steve Reardon, Director of Communications, tel: 020 7451 3263

mobile and out of hours: 07881 626330

Richard Taylor, Press Officer, tel: 020 7451 3264

 mobile and out of hours: 07721 734886

e-mail: press@iod.com
Notes to Editors:

The Institute of Directors is a non-political organisation with some 70,000 members world-wide, 54,000 in the UK, whose aim is to help directors to fulfil their leadership responsibilities in creating wealth for the benefit of business and society as a whole. To this end the IoD provides an effective voice to represent the interests of its members to government and opinion-formers, and to bring the experience of business leaders to bear on the conduct of public affairs.
