IMMEDIATE RELEASE 17 November 2004

Key Stage 3 English results and review of failures

Commenting on the publication today (Wednesday 17 November) of the 2004 Key Stage
3 English tests and the review of the failures in the handling of the tests, Steve Sinnott,
NUT General Secretary, said:

“I welcome this clear and explicit report and its recommendations for avoiding such
chaos in future. It is not fair to young people and their teachers that failings at the top in
the handling of the testing process should add to the difficulties they face.

“These tests are of dubious value but then to have the process handled so badly is
unacceptable.

“l welcome the recommendations in the report which should help ensure that such
confusion does not occur in the future.

“The results show that teachers and pupils are continuing to work hard in improving test
results. They are to be congratulated for their efforts.”

END PR72/04

For further information contact: Olive Forsythe tel: 020 7380 4706 (office) 020 8313
1692 (weekday evenings) or if all else fails 07879 480061.



