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Bill Cockburn CBE TD

Chairman, School Teachers’ Review Body

Office of Manpower Economics

6th Floor

Kingsgate House

66-74 Victoria Street

LONDON  SW1E 6SW






17 April 2007

Dear Bill

TEACHERS’ PAY: REVIEW MECHANISM
Following today’s publication of the inflation statistics for March 2007, showing an increase in headline inflation to 4.8 per cent, we now know that the conditions specified for a possible review of teachers’ pay have been met.

The level of inflation is considerably in excess of the level specified by the STRB in its Report, and accepted by the Secretary of State, as permitting any of the parties to ask the STRB to consider seeking a remit to review the teachers’ pay award.  The consequence of the headline inflation rate rising to 4.8 per cent for the year to March is that the average for the twelve months from April 2006 is 3.74 per cent, well above the 3.25 per cent specified as the trigger for a review.

Your Secretariat has previously informed me that, following the publication of the March statistics, the Review Body would consider the case for seeking a remit from the Secretary of State to review teachers’ pay.  Given the facts outlined above, the NUT is convinced that it is even more clear that the STRB should move immediately to seek such a remit.

I look forward to receiving your early response.

Yours sincerely
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