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FDA urges government to act now on unpaid overtime

Senior civil servants work on average 12.5 hours unpaid overtime every week - the
highest number of hours of unpaid overtime of any group in the UK, according to the
latest figures published by the TUC from the September 2003 Labour Force Survey.

FDA general secretary Jonathan Baume said: "These figures are consistent with other
surveys carried out over recent years on long hours working, and show the problem
if anything is getting worse, not better. The FDA has been raising the issue with
departments, the government and the Senior Salaries Review Body (which makes
recommendations on senior civil service pay) over a number of years.

"The evidence shows that despite some steps taken in some departments to improve
work-life balance, little in practice has been achieved. It is clear that the government
is now relying on senior civil servants working many extra hours without any extra
pay - or even time off in lieu.

"While these statistics further underline the professionalism and dedication of senior
civil servants, it is past time that the government took action. It has raised the issue
of work-life balance in the wider economy and it is now time that is did something
about the problems in its own backyard."

Ends

Notes for Editors

1. The FDA is the trade union and professional body representing the UK's
11,000 senior civil and public servants. Our members include policy advisors,
senior managers, tax inspectors, economists, statisticians, accountants,
special advisers, government lawyers, crown prosecutors and NHS managers.

2. The FDA's evidence to the Senior Salaries Review Body, which makes
recommendations on SCS pay to the government, has for the past two years
included recommendations on tackling long hours working. These
recommendations have as yet not been taken up.

3. For further information contact:

* Jonathan Baume (general secretary) on 020 7343 1111 or 07976 951191
(mobile).

* Simon Moore (chief press officer) on 020-7343-1111 or 07967 484441

(mobile)



