House of Commons Notice of Questions 19th June to be answered 23rd June 

131 Dr Evan Harris (Oxford West & Abingdon): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, if he will take lead responsibility for the Government response to the Office of Fair Trading report on pharmacy contract limitation. (121321) 

132 Dr Evan Harris (Oxford West & Abingdon): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what plans he has to make a progress report with regard to his response to the OFT’s recommendations on pharmacy contract limitation. (121349) 

House of Commons Written Answers 18 Jun 2003 : Column 326W 

Community Pharmacies 

Mr. Jim Cunningham : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry how many representations her Department has received relating to the effect of deregulation on community pharmacies. [119063] 

Mr. Sutcliffe [holding answer 17 June 2003]: The Department has received a very substantial number and range of representations from stakeholders both sent to the DTI directly and forwarded to us for our information by health departments. 

House of Commons Written Answers 13 June 2003 
13 Jun 2003 : Column 1105W-continued 

Pharmacies 
Dr. Stoate : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry whether she will make an interim report to the House prior to publishing the Government's proposals in response to the OFT's report on the control of entry regulations and the retail pharmacy market. [117409] 

Miss Melanie Johnson : The Government announced on 26 March 2003 that they will come forward with proposals to respond to the OFT's study on retail pharmacies before the summer recess and will publish a progress report at the end of June. 

Dr. Stoate : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry if she will make a statement on the competing factors that have to be balanced by her Department in order to produce the balanced package of measures in response to the OFT's report on the control of entry regulations and the retail pharmacy. [117410] 

Miss Melanie Johnson : The Government said on 26 March that while we favour change to open up the market and improve quality and access this needs to be achieved without diminishing the crucial role that pharmacies play, especially in poorer and rural areas. We have also made clear that we are considering all the issues raised with us by stakeholders. 

House of Commons Oral Answers - 6th June 2003 
Community Pharmacies 
10. Mr. Peter Viggers (Gosport) : What representations she has received on the future of community pharmacies. [116513] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Trade and Industry (Miss Melanie Johnson) : A very substantial number and range of stakeholders have been feeding in their views on the Office of Fair Trading's report, both through the appropriate Health Departments and directly to the Department of Trade and Industry. 

Mr. Viggers : Does the Minister agree that the present structure of community pharmacies provides a high level of access to patients, including vulnerable patients such as those who are elderly, in rural areas and on lower incomes? Does she agree that when the Government consider the OFT report it is very important that health policy should not lose out to competition policy? 

Miss Johnson : I agree that we need to achieve a balanced package in this area, and proposals for such a package will be offered for consultation before the summer recess. We have made it clear that we favour change to open up the market and to improve quality and access. I agree with the hon. Gentleman that access is very important, but we do not want to diminish pharmacies' crucial role in local and rural communities, and in respect of people who do not have easy access to transport. 

Mr. Adrian Bailey (West Bromwich, West) : I am concerned that my hon. Friend's comments make this issue sound predominantly a rural matter. However, inner-city areas such as my constituency have a disproportionately high number of elderly people who use community pharmacy facilities. Given the low level of car ownership among those people, is not it essential that the existing community pharmacy network be maintained? 

Miss Johnson : I can only agree strongly with my hon. Friend that community pharmacies are as important to inner-city areas as they are to rural and poorer areas. We have been well aware of that in our work to produce a balanced package. The Department of Health, which leads on the health policy aspects of the package, has had considerable input, and it is very conscious of these matters. 

Mr. Geoffrey Clifton-Brown (Cotswold) : While I fully endorse the remarks of my hon. Friend the Member for Gosport (Mr. Viggers) on health access, does the Minister understand that in rural areas, where there may be only one independent pharmacy in a small rural town, it will be difficult for that pharmacy to compete with large out-of-town supermarkets? Does she understand that such a pharmacy provides not only health advice but a range of social services advice, and that, when combined with the loss of many other rural facilities-for example, post offices, magistrates courts and police stations-it will be a heavy blow if the only independent pharmacy is forced to close because of full competition? 

Miss Johnson : It is for just that reason that we are balancing health and competition and that we have put the emphasis on continuing, and indeed broadening access. That issue obviously needs special consideration in respect of rural and more isolated pharmacies. Indeed, the Department of Health already has support systems for essential small pharmacies in any event. The hon. Gentleman may like to know that in March 1992 there were 9,765 pharmacies, as against 9,756 in 2002, so pharmacy distribution and the number of pharmacies has been maintained at much the same level over the past decade or so. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 19th May 2003 to be answered 21st May 
180 Mrs Claire Curtis-Thomas (Crosby): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, if he will make it his policy to publish an interim report at the end of June on the position of his Department in relation to the OFT report on pharmacy services. (115295) 

16 May 2003 : Column 583 
House of Commons Written Answers 14th May 2003 
Pharmacy Services 
Ms Walley : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry if she will make a statement on the progress of the Government’s response to the Office of Fair Trading report on the control of entry regulations and pharmacy services in the UK. [111586] 

Miss Melanie Johnson : The Government made an interim response to the OFT’s report on control of entry regulations for pharmacies on 26 March. The Government is considering the report and its recommendation further and will come forward with a balanced package of measures for consultation before the summer recess. The regulations on pharmacy entry controls are devolved in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and the devolved administrations announced their responses to the OFT’s recommendations on 26 March. 

House of Commons Written Answers 12th May 2003 
Pharmacies 
Annabelle Ewing : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry to what extent the findings of her Department's review of the OFT Report recommendations on pharmacies will apply in Scotland. [112783] 12 May 2003 : Column 20W 

Miss Melanie Johnson : The regulations determining control of entry restrictions are devolved in Scotland and a matter for their Ministers. The Scottish Executive announced their response on 26 March to the OFT report regarding the current control arrangements for NHS pharmacy contracts. In relation to England, the Government will come forward with a balanced package of proposals for consultation before the summer recess. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 7th May 2003 to be answered 12th May 
280 Annabelle Ewing (Perth): To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, to N what extent the findings of her Department’s review of the OFT Report recommendations on pharmacies will apply in Scotland. (112783) 

House of Commons Written Answers 6 May 2003 
Pharmacies 
Mr. Cummings : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry what representations she has received concerning the OFT report on Pharmacies from community based pharmacies; and if she will make a statement. [111205] 

Miss Melanie Johnson : We have received numerous representations from community pharmacies and other stakeholders regarding the OFT report on the control of entry regulations and retail pharmacy services in the UK. In relation to England, the government has said that we favour change to open up the market and improve quality and access without diminishing the crucial role that pharmacies play, especially in poorer and rural areas. The Government intends to come forward with a balanced package of proposals for consultation before the summer recess. The regulations on pharmacy entry controls are devolved in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and the devolved administrations announced their responses to the OFT's recommendations on 26 March. 

House of Lords Written Answers 2 May, 2003 
Pharmacies 
Earl Russell asked Her Majesty's Government: Whether, in considering the Office of Fair Trading report on the location of pharmacies, they will accept that the presence of a neighbourhood pharmacy has an importance, especially to the elderly and the disabled, which cannot be adequately measured in market terms.[HL2545] 

Lord McIntosh of Haringey : As the Government made clear on 26 March, we are taking into account wider policy objectives in responding to the OFT report. 

The OFT report argues for abolition of entry controls on the grounds that there would be consequent benefits for consumers in terms of reduced prices, improved quality of services and better access. The Government strongly support these objectives. We want to improve access and choice (including improving out-of-hours access for NHS patients) so that more NHS patients can use the skills of community pharmacists, who are trained clinicians, for advice, information and services. 

The OFT report also noted that in a more competitive environment problems could arise through the possible effect of deregulation on the ability of patients in some areas to access high quality pharmacy services, and that these problems could be addressed through targeted measures. It was not in the OFT's remit to examine how mechanisms such as the Essential Small Pharmacies Scheme could be developed to address a more competitive environment, and we therefore propose to examine these issues further before reaching a final decision on a balanced package which most effectively promotes competition, new entry and increased choice alongside our wider social and health objectives. 

We therefore favour change to open up the market and improve quality and access without diminishing the crucial role that pharmacies play, especially in poorer and rural areas. The Government intend to come forward with proposals before the Summer Recess and will publish a progress report at the end of June. All changes will then be the subject of a full consultation. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 30th April 2003 to be answered 6th May 
159 Linda Perham (Ilford North): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, if he will make it his policy to safeguard the future of local pharmacies and chemists within the National Health Service. (111744) 
262 Joan Walley (Stoke-on-Trent North): To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, if she will make a statement on the progress of the Government’s response to the Office of Fair Trading report on the control of entry regulations and pharmacy services in the UK. (111586) 
House of Commons Written Answers 28 Apr 2003: 

Community Pharmacies 

Mr. Hepburn : To ask the Secretary of State for Health how many community pharmacies in (a) the Jarrow constituency, (b) south Tyneside, (c) the north-east and (d) England were (i) closed and (ii) opened in each year since 1997. [108738] 

Mr. Lammy : The tables give the available information on the number of pharmacies opening and closing for the six years to 31 March 2002. Such information for the constituency of Jarrow is not held centrally. 

PRIVATE
Gateshead and South Tyneside health authority Year ending 31 March 
Number of NHS pharmacies opening 
Number of NHS pharmacies closing 

1997 
1 
0 

1998 
0 
0 

1999 
0 
0 

2000 
1 
0 

2001 
0 
0 

2002 
0 
1 

North East England Year ending 31 March 



1997 
3 
0 

1998 
2 
2 

1999 
3 
3 

2000 
2 
0 

2001 
0 
3 

2002 
2 
1 

Year ending 31 March 



1997 
63 
49 

1998 
46 
42 

1999 
46 
51 

2000 
24 
33 

2001 
36 
37 

2002 
28 
33 

Chris Grayling : To ask the Secretary of State for Health how many community pharmacies have (a) opened and (b) closed in each of the past five years. [109285] 

Mr. Lammy : I refer the hon. Member to the reply I gave my hon. Friend, the Member for Jarrow (Mr. Hepburn) today. 

Jon Trickett : To ask the Secretary of State for Health how many community pharmacies in (a) the Hemsworth constituency and (b) England were (i) closed and (ii) opened in each year since 1997. [109869] 

Mr. Lammy : The information requested for the constituency of Hemsworth is not held centrally. For information on England, I refer my hon. Friend to the reply I gave my hon. Friend, the Member for Jarrow (Mr. Hepburn) today. 

Pharmacists 
Chris Grayling : To ask the Secretary of State for Health how many pharmacists will complete training in the current year; and how many have completed training in each of the past five years. [107752] 

Mr. Hutton : To qualify as a pharmacist students are required to gain a pharmacy degree, successfully complete a one-year period of pre-registration practice based training and pass the registration examination. In 2001, the most recent year for which collated information is available, the intake of new students to schools of pharmacy in Great Britain was 15 per cent. higher than in 1997. The numbers of pharmacy degrees awarded by those schools over the same period are shown in the following table. 

PRIVATE
Year 
Number 

1997 
1,268 

1998 
1,369 

1999 
1,567 

2000 
322 

2001 
1,239 

The numbers of trainees passing the registration examination in the last five years are shown in the following table. 

PRIVATE
Year 
Number 

1998 
1,188 

1999 
1,217 

2000 
1,438 

2001 
447 

2002 
1,533 

These figures include overseas pharmacists who have to pass the registration examination to register in Great Britain. The move from a three to a four-year degree in 1997 gave rise to low graduation numbers and registration examination passes in 2000 and 2001 respectively. This year, in 2002-03, there are 1,327 United Kingdom graduates undertaking their practice based pre-registration training in Great Britain. 

28 Apr 2003 : Pharmacies (Entry Regulations) 
Mr. Weir : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry what recent discussions she has had with the Scottish Executive Department of Health on their announcement that they were not to accept the report from the Office of Fair Trading on the entry regulations for pharmacies; and what the outcome of the discussions was. [109189] 

Miss Melanie Johnson [holding answer 14 April 2003] : Discussions were held at ministerial and official level between the Scottish Executive and DTI on this matter. The regulations determining control of entry restrictions are devolved in Scotland and a matter for their Ministers. Scottish Executive Ministers announced their intentions in relation to the OFT report on pharmacies recommendations on 26 March. 

Prime Minister's Question Time - 10 April 2003 
In the first five minutes of Prime Minister's Question Time yesterday Michael Jack MP (Cons, Fylde) asked the Prime Minister about the future of pharmacies in relation to the OFT Report and praised pharmaicists 'for the remakable job that they do for the people of Britain.'A transcript of the debate is available below: 

The Prime Minister was asked- 

Q1. Michael Jack MP (Cons, Fylde) : If he will list his official engagements for Wednesday 9 April. The Prime Minister Rt Hon Tony Blair MP replied: This morning I had meetings with ministerial colleagues and others. In addition to my duties in the House, I shall have further such meetings later today. 

I am sure that the whole House would once again like to express its deep condolences to the families of the servicemen and others who have lost their lives during the last week of the conflict in Iraq. Again we salute their courage, and give our heartfelt gratitude for their sacrifice. 

Michael Jack MP (Cons, Fylde) asked: May I associate myself with the Prime Minister's words about those who have fallen in battle in Iraq? May I ask the Prime Minister, however, whether he is aware of another battle-the battle to save Britain's pharmacies in the light of the Office of Fair Trading report? Will he assure me that his Government will not introduce any policies that would fundamentally threaten the future of Britain's pharmacy network, and the remarkable job that pharmacies do for people throughout Britain? 

The Prime Minister Rt Hon Tony Blair MP replied: 

The Prime Minister : Of course it is vitally important that we maintain the pharmacy network. It is also important, however, that we pay due attention to reports that are given to us about the virtues of competition. I am sure that we will strike the right balance between those two objectives. 

House of Commons Written Answers 3 Apr 2003 
Community Pharmacies 

Mr. Archy Kirkwood : To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland what discussions she has had with the Scottish Executive on whether the recommendations of the Office of Fair Trading on control entry requirements for community pharmacies can be introduced within one country of the UK but not another. [106649] 

Mrs. McGuire : The Scotland Office has kept closely in touch with the Scottish Executive on this issue. In terms of the devolution settlement, the Executive are free to take their own decisions on devolved matters. The Government and the Executive will continue to work together when dealing with responses to reports by the Office of Fair Trading, including their recent examination of the private dentistry market. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 1st April 2003 to be answered 3rd April 2003 
136 Mr David Crausby (Bolton North East): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what plans he has to make increased use of pharmacists to ease the pressure on GPs. (107018) 

137 Mr David Crausby (Bolton North East): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what plans he has to ensure that vulnerable patients, with particular reference to (a) the elderly, (b) the disabled and (c) young mothers, continue to have easy access to local pharmacy services. (107019) 

138 Mr David Crausby (Bolton North East): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what plans he has to address the increased demand on the pharmacy workforce. (107020) 

139 Mr David Crausby (Bolton North East): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what plans he has to transfer responsibility for repeat prescriptions from GPs to chemists. (107021) 

153 Mr Elfyn Liwyd (Meirionnydd Nant Conwy): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many representations he has received on the desirability of retaining and nurturing smaller independent pharmacies; and if he will make a statement. (107230) 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 31st March 2003 to be answered 2nd April 2003 
109 Mr John Bercow (Buckingham): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many community pharmacies in the Buckinghamshire Health Authority are (a) closed and (b) opened in 2001-02. (106954) 

120 Mr Paul Burstow (Sutton & Cheam): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what model his Department intends to roll out for e-prescriptions~ what timetable has been set for the roll out; and what the budget was in each of the last three years. (106789) 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 28th March to be Answered 1st April 2003 
76 Sir Archy Kirkwood (Roxburgh & Berwickshire): To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland, what discussions the Scottish Executive has had with her on whether the recommendations of the Office of Fair Trading on control entry requirements for community pharmacies can be introduced within one country of the UK but not another (106649) 

House of Commons Written Answers - 24/03/03 
Methadone 
John Mann : To ask the Secretary of State for Health how many pharmacies dispense methadone to drug addicts; and how many of these are independent pharmacies. [104442] 

Mr. Lammy : Pharmacies which are included on the pharmaceutical lists of primary care trusts are required by their terms of service to dispense any medicines which are prescribed on a national health service prescription form. That includes dispensing methadone to drug addicts. At 31 March 2002 there were 9,756 such pharmacies, of which 4,666 were neither in health centres nor in chains of more than five pharmacies. 

Pharmacies 
John Mann : To ask the Secretary of State for Health what assessment his Department has made of additional costs in terms of general practitioner practice time arising from the report by the Office of Fair Trading on pharmacies. [104445] 24 Mar 2003 : Column 78W 

Mr. Lammy : We are committed to expanding the role and services community pharmacists offer through, for example, closer working with other primary healthcare professionals including general practitioners. We are carefully considering the impact the Office of Fair Trading's recommendation would have on these objectives and other healthcare professionals in order to inform the Government's response. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 19th March 2003 
To be answered 24th March 2003 
15 John Mann (Bassetlaw): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many pharmacies dispense methadone to drug addicts; and how many of these are independent pharmacies. (104442) 

16 John Mann (Bassetlaw): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many N independent pharmacies are located in mining villages today; and how many he expects to be located in mining villages in five years’ time. (104444) 

17 John Mann (Bassetlaw): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what assessment N his Department has made of additional costs in terms of general Practitioner practice time arising from the report by the Office of Fair Trading on pharmacies. (104445) 

32 John Mann (Bassetlaw): To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, what N assessment she has made of possible losses to the small business sector arising from the Office of Fair Trading report on pharmacies. (104443) 

Westminster Hall to be answered 27th March 2003 

Oral Questions on Older People Relevant departments: Education and Skills; Health; Work and Pensions. 1 Joan Walley (Stoke-on-Trent North): If the Government will make a statement on the likely impact of the recommendations of the Office of Fair Trading report on pharmacy services in the UK on older people’s access to pharmacy services. (104433) 

3 Mr Edward Davey (Kingston & Surbiton): What proportion of prescriptions dispensed by community pharmacists in the last 12 months were for people of state pensionable age. (104449) 

*6 Malcolm Bruce (Gordon): What assessment the Government has made of the impact of the Office of Fair Trading report on community pharmacies on older people. (104452) 

*10 Dr Jenny Tonge (Richmond Park): What proportion of prescriptions dispensed by community pharmacists are for people of state pensionable age. (104456) 

*11 Mr David Heath (Somerton & Frome): When the Government will issue fresh continuing care guidance arising from the Health Service Ombudsman report. (104457) 

12 Sandra Gidley (Romsey): What assessment has been made of the impact of the Office of Fair Trading report on community pharmacies on older people. (104458) 

House of Commons Written Answers - 19/03/03 
Mr. Weir : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry what discussions she has had with the Scottish Executive Department for Health on the report from the Office of Fair Trading on the regulation of pharmacies. [103237] 

Miss Melanie Johnson [holding answer 17 March 2003]: There have been a number of discussions between this Department and the Scottish Executive Department for Health and Community Care, at Ministerial and official level. 

Mr. Weir : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry what discussions she has had with representatives of the pharmacy profession in Scotland on the Office of Fair Trading report on the regulation of pharmacies. [103285] 

Miss Melanie Johnson [holding answer 17 March 2003]: Representations have been made to the Department of Health and Community Care at the Scottish Executive. This Department has been made aware of the content of those representations and officials have attended meetings in Scotland to hear the concerns of the profession directly. 

Mr. Peter Duncan : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry what plans she has to consult the Scottish Executive on the implications of the OFT report on pharmacists. [103178] 

Miss Melanie Johnson : This Department is working co-operatively with health departments in all the devolved Administrations in considering the OFT report on Pharmacy entry controls. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 18th March 2003 
To be answered 20th March 2003 
149 Mr Mike Hancock (Portsmouth South): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many qualified pharmacy staff there are in (a) the Portsmouth area and (b) the UK; and if he will make a statement. (104236) 

To be answered 21st March 2003 
8 Gregory Barker (Bexhill & Battle): To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and N Industry, if he will make a statement on the recent Office of Fair Trading report containing proposals to abolish the control of entry regulations for pharmacies. (104240) 

House of Commons Written Answers 18 Mar 2003 
15. Andy Burnham (Leigh) : If he will make a statement on the implications for his Department of the Office of Fair Trading report on community pharmacies. [103207] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Health (Mr. David Lammy) : We have so far received about 1,000 responses to the OFT report on community pharmacies. It is the Government's intention to respond to the report within the next few weeks. We are working with my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry to ensure that our response properly reflects the interests of NHS patients in providing access and choice for improved local pharmacy services. 

Andy Burnham : I fully support the vision of my hon. Friend's Department for the future role and development of community pharmacies, but can I tell him that the OFT's recommendations on scrapping control of entry regulations threaten to drive a coach and horses through his Department's policy? I represent an area of small towns with high chronic illness and low car ownership. Those towns have already lost banks and post offices. May I urge him to ask his DTI colleagues to reject the OFT's recommendations? 

Mr. Lammy : My hon. Friend will appreciate that one cannot go through the Lobby as Minister with responsibility for pharmacy services at the moment without being lobbied by almost every MP about this important issue. That is a testimony to the work that community pharmacies do in all our areas. They provide valuable services in deprived communities and rural and suburban communities alike. It is right that we consider the proposals against our wider policy objectives in the Department of Health for community pharmacies. 

Mr. David Tredinnick (Bosworth) : Is the Minister not aware that, as things stand, he will be known as the man who shut down the rural pharmacies? Something should be done about that. Would he not be much better off ensuring that pharmacies in the countryside provide a range of complementary therapies? 

Mr. Lammy : What would shut down the pharmacies is a 20 per cent. cut across the board. We have 90 days to consider the report and we are doing so very carefully. 

21. Mr. Truswell : To ask the Secretary of State for Health what recent representations he has received regarding the Office of Fair Trading report on community pharmacies. [103213] 

Mr. Lammy : I refer my hon. Friend to the reply I gave my hon. Friend the Member for Leigh (Andy Burnham) earlier today. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 17th March to be answered 20th March 2003 
8 Mr Andrew Dismore (Hendon): If she will make a statement on the Office of Fair Trading report on pharmacy services. (103885) 

*24 Mr Paul Truswell (Pudsey): What recent representations she has received relating to the Office of Fair Trading recommendations regarding community pharmacies. (103896) 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 14th March 2003 to be answered 18th March 2003 
54 Mr Barry Sheerman (Huddersfield): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what steps he is taking to ensure that pharmacies are located conveniently for (a) those living in rural communities and (b) patients and their relatives who do not have access to a car. (103789) 

55 Mr Barry Sheerman (Huddersfield): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what progress has been made in broadening the range of services and advice provided by local pharmacies. (103790) 

56 Mr Barry Sheerman (Huddersfield): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many pharmacies (a) opened and (b) closed during each of the past six years; and what progress hs has made in expanding the number of pharmacies in the UK. (103791) 

57 Mr Barry Sheerman (Huddersfield): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what discussions he has had with primary health care trusts on the role of local pharmacies. (103792) 

House of Commons Written Answers - 14/03/03 
Mr. Peter Duncan : To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry if she will make a statement on representations by the Scottish Executive on her policy on rural pharmacists. [101743] 

Miss Melanie Johnson : The policy on rural pharmacists in Scotland is the responsibility of the Scottish Executive. 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 12th March 2003 to be answered 14th March 2003 
144 Mr Roy Beggs (East Antrim): To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, what benefits he estimates would be gained by the deregulation of pharmacies as recommended by the OFT investigation into the control of entry regulations for pharmacy contracts; and what studies have been carried out to assess the impact of pharmacy deregulation on the businesses of community pharmacies. (103327) 

149 Mr Roy Beggs (East Antrim): To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, what effect he expects the implementation of the proposed OFT regulations will have on (a) the distribution of pharmacies and (b) pharmacist and patient relations. (103328) 

To be answered 17th March 
16 Chris Grayling (Epsom & Ewell): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what N assessment he has made of the number of NHS pharmacies required to provide NHS services to local communities; how many pharmacies dispense on behalf of the NHS; and what assessment he has made of the optimum location of these pharmacies in future. (103455) 

17 Helen Jones (Warrington North): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how N many responses he has received to the OFT report on the UK market for retail pharmacy services. (103183) 

18 Helen Jones (Warrington North): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what N discussions he has had with pensioners’ representatives on retail pharmacy services. (103184) 

19 Helen Jones (Warrington North): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what N steps he is taking to safeguard access to pharmacy services for (a) elderly people, (b) people with disabilities and (c) those reliant on public transport. (103185) 

20 Mr Michael Weir (Angus): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what N discussions he has had with the Scottish Executive Department of Health on the Office of Fair Trading report on the regulation of pharmacies. (103286) 

34 Mr Michael Weir (Angus): To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, N what discussions she has had with the Scottish Executive Department for Health on the report from the Office of Fair Trading on the regulation of pharmacies. (103237) 

35 Mr Michael Weir (Angus): To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, N what discussions she has had with representatives of the pharmacy profession in Scotland on the Office of Fair Trading report on the regulation of pharmacies. (103285) 

To be answered 18th March 
15 Andy Burnham (Leigh): If he will make a statement on the implications for his Department of the Office of Fair Trading report on community pharmacies. (103207) 

21 Mr Paul Truswell (Pudsey): What recent representations he has received regarding the Office of Fair Trading report on community pharmacies. (103213) 

10 Chris Grayling (Epsom & Ewell): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what assessment he has made of the impact of the Office of Fair Trading report on control of entry regulations to the pharmacy market on his Department’s strategy on the reclassification of medicines from prescription-only to pharmacy sale. (103463) 

House of Commons Written Answers - 11/03/03 
Mr. Jim Cunningham : To ask the Secretary of State for Health what steps are being taken to increase the number of people becoming qualified and taking up pharmacist roles. [101667] 

Mr. Hutton : There were 258 or 15 per cent. more undergraduate students starting pharmacy training in 2001 than there were in 1997. Furthermore, new schools of pharmacy will provide additional graduates from 2007 onwards. 

Between September 1997 and 2001, there has been an increase of 2,140 or 26 per cent. in the number of qualified pharmacists employed in the national health service. As at 30 September 2001 there were 10,630 qualified pharmacists employed in the NHS. 

The Government are looking to achieve an increase in staff numbers across all scientific, therapeutic and technical staff groups, including hospital pharmacists. Delivering the NHS Plan published in April 2002 set out the Government's latest forecast for growth. By 2008, we expect the NHS to have net increase over the September 2001 staff census of at least 30,000 therapists and scientists. This includes pharmacists. This will include increasing the number of preregistration pharmacy training places in NHS hospitals. Over 550 were planned for 2002-03-at least 60 per cent. more than were available 10 years ago. 

The Department of Health published a Pharmacy Workforce and Training Working Group Report in 1997. It outlined the actions necessary for the NHS to increase training places, to review skill mix and working practices, to reduce demand, and to improve the recruitment and retention of pharmacy staff. Many local initiatives have been taken as a result. Following this up, the Department has taken a number of actions to help improve the recruitment and retention of hospital pharmacy staff. These include the publication of the Improving Working Lives for Pharmacy document in July 2001, extension of NHS Careers to pharmacy staff, the development of a hospital pharmacists1 recruitment advertisement and targeted higher than average pay rises. Community pharmacy employers have also taken action. Some pharmacy multiples have taken pro-active steps to increase staffing, eg recruiting pharmacists from abroad and by moving staff around. 

Mr. Jim Cunningham : To ask the Secretary of State for Health how many qualified pharmacy staff there are in (a) Coventry, (b) the West Midlands and (c) the UK. [101666] 

Mr. Lammy : The information is in the table. Figures for the United Kingdom are not available, so data for England have been used. 

PRIVATE
NHS Hospital and Community Health Services (HCHS): Qualified scientific therapeutic and technical staff within the pharmacy area of work in the Coventry Health Authority area, West Midlands regional office area and England as at 30 September 2001 
Whole-time equivalents 
Headcount 

England 

of which : 
9,372 
10,633 

West Midlands 

of which : 
850 
993 

Coventry HA 
61 
66 

Notes: 
Figures are rounded to the nearest whole number 

Source: 
Department of Health non-medical workforce census 

House of Commons Notice of Questions 11th March 2003 to be answered 13th March 
100 Dr Evan Harris (Oxford West & Abingdon): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what assessment he has made of the impact of the Office of Fair Trading report on control of entry regulations to the pharmacy market on his Department's strategy on the reclassification of medicines from prescription only to pharmacy sale. 

102 Dr Evan Harris (Oxford West & Abingdon): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what assessment he has made of (a) the number of pharmacies required to provide NHS services to local communities and (b) the optimum location for these pharmacies. 

House of Commons Written Answers - 07/03/03 
Mr. Pollard : To ask the Secretary of State for Health what discussions he has had with the National Pharmaceutical Association regarding the Office of Fair Trading recommendations on pharmacies; and if he will make a statement. [100493] 

Mr. Lammy : I met the National Pharmaceutical Association on 4 February this year to hear their preliminary views on the Office of Fair Trading's report. These views and the Association's formal response received last month will help inform the Government response which my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry is co-ordinating. 

House of Commons Written Answers - 03/03/03 
Mr. Rosindell : To ask the Secretary of State for Health 

1. what plans he has to consult local pharmacists regarding the proposed deregulation of pharmacists; [97703] 

2. what recent discussions he has had with representative bodies of local pharmacies regarding the deregulation of pharmacies; [97702] 

3. if he will make a statement on his plans for deregulation of local pharmacies. [97701] 

Mr. Lammy : We are considering the report from the Director General of Fair Trading and its findings and recommendation carefully. 

We have invited views on the report and I have met representatives and officers of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee, the National Pharmaceutical Association and the Association of Independent Multiple Pharmacies to hear their preliminary views as well as the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain and many of the larger pharmacy contractors. The views of these and other interested parties will help inform the Government response which my right hon. Friend, the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, is co-ordinating. 

