21 October 2004
TV replaces parents in teaching children about charity

The media has overtaken parents as the key source of information about
charity and giving, according to the latest research from CAF (Charities Aid
Foundation).

The NOP survey of 1,000 people from across Britain was commissioned to
raise awareness of charitable giving during the UK's first ever National Giving
Week (18 - 24 October 2004).

38% of those questioned said that youngsters learn most about giving to
charity from the media; less than a quarter (23%) thought that young people
learnt from their parents/carers; and 17% thought that schools taught children
about giving to charity. Surprisingly, only 6% of those surveyed thought
young people learn about charity from their places of worship.

The youngest people surveyed (15-24) confirmed this view, with half of those
asked believing young people learn about charity primarily through the

media. But, when asked who or what is best placed to teach them about
charitable giving, 41% said from their school, with parents their second choice
at 36%.

The findings revealed an emerging generation gap. Adults surveyed said that
most of them (32%) learnt about charitable giving from their parents, 10%
their places of worship, 9% from school and only 22% from the media.

In addition, nearly two-thirds of all age groups thought that young people are
not taught enough about giving to charity, while almost half (48%) couldn't
think of a single strong role model for charitable giving.

According to CAF's Director of Research, Cathy Pharoah: "It would seem that
the media now has responsibility for educating young people about charity.
But whatever the source of their education, if young people are to become
committed donors in the future then they have to learn the real value of
charity."

The UK's first National Giving Week takes place between 18 - 24 October
2004 and aims to increase the level of all charitable giving in the UK by
highlighting the important work of charities.

To find out more about National Giving Week visit
www.nationalgivingweek.org or call Tel: 01732 52 00 88.
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