FDA calls off pensions strike

21 March 2005

The FDA today called off its planned 23 March strike after receiving
assurances that genuine negotiations would take place over the
Government's proposed changes to Civil Service Pension schemes. The
assurances that the union had been seeking came in a letter to the TUC from
Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for work and pensions, which stated that "all
aspects of the Government's proposals will be open to discussion and
negotiation".

Jonathan Baume, general secretary of the FDA, said:

"We welcome the Government's promise of a 'fresh start' in negotiations
which is a significant change of direction. Clearly any change to the hard-
earned retirements of civil servants must be a subject for genuine negotiation
and debate. We are now assured that the Government realises the
importance of getting these changes right. We look forward to beginning
meaningful dialogue on how best to ensure the fairness and sustainability of

public sector pension schemes."



