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The Institute of Directors welcomed Government plans to increase broadband Internet access, as contained in the 'knowledge economy' White Paper published today*.

Prof Jim Norton, Head of E-Business Policy at the IoD said:

"The Institute of Directors warmly supports the Government's target to create in the UK the most extensive and competitive broadband market in the G7.  Particularly welcome is the aim to encourage private sector investment in new broadband infrastructure in, for example, 100 market towns.  This potential new infrastructure, underpinned by the Central and Local Government's own broadband purchasing for Schools, Colleges, Libraries, Hospitals, Business Links, GP Surgeries and so on, should bring the advantages of cost effective 'always on' broadband services to many small and medium sized businesses that previously had little prospect of such access." 
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Contact points: 

Prof. Jim Norton, head of e-business policy, tel: 020 7451 3111
Steve Reardon, Director of Communications, tel: 020 7451 3263

mobile and out of hours: 07881 626330

Richard Taylor, Press Officer, tel: 020 7451 3264

 mobile and out of hours: 0421 734886

The Institute of Directors is a non-political organisation with some 68,000 members world-wide, 54,000 in the UK, whose aim is to help directors to fulfil their leadership responsibilities in creating wealth for the benefit of business and society as a whole. To this end the IoD provides an effective voice to represent the interests of its members to government and opinion-formers, and to bring the experience of business leaders to bear on the conduct of public affairs.
* The White Paper, Opportunity For All In a World of Change, is published jointly by the Department of Trade and Industry and the Department for Education and Employment.

