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The Institute of Directors has appointed Christopher Beale as the new Chairman of its Council. Mr Beale formally took over the role from John Butcher, who has held the position since 1997, at a meeting of the IoD's Council earlier today. 

Mr. Beale's background embraces both large and small enterprises: reflecting well the spectrum of IoD membership. His current company, which he leads, Christopher Beale Associates, handles a broad range of consulting assignments across the industrial, commercial and professional sectors. 

Prior to forming this company Mr. Beale worked for large multinationals such as the Bowater Group and the Getz Corporation in senior management positions all over the world. 

In 1989 Christopher Beale brokered the first major acquisition of an East European company by an American Group when he bought a state-owned Hungarian company on behalf of Getz.    

Mr. Beale has been a member of the Institute since 1984 and has already served as Chairman of the Hampshire and Isle of White Branch. He currently sits on the Policy and Executive Committee and chairs the Membership Committee. 

Looking forward to his three-year term of office, Mr. Beale said:

"This is a very exciting time to be taking on such a role. The business environment is changing faster than ever and the Institute of Directors is in the forefront of this evolution."

Commenting on the appointment, the IoD's Director General, George Cox, said:

"We are very pleased Chris Beale has accepted the role of Chairman. He has contributed significantly to various IoD committees over the years and we look forward to benefiting from his experience. Our thanks go to John Butcher who has steered the IoD through a number of years of successful development." 
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Contact Points:

Steve Reardon, Director of Communications, tel: 020 7451 3263

mobile and out of hours: 07881 626330 

Richard Taylor, Press Officer, tel: 020 7451 3264 

mobile and out of hours: 07721 734886




e-mail: press@iod.co.uk

Notes to Editors:

The Institute of Directors is a non-political organisation with some 68,000 members world-wide, 54,000 in the UK, whose aim is to help directors to fulfil their leadership responsibilities in creating wealth for the benefit of business and society as a whole. To this end the IoD provides an effective voice to represent the interests of its members to government and opinion-formers, and to bring the experience of business leaders to bear on the conduct of public affairs.
