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The European Commission was today urged to deliver on red tape reform by the Institute of Directors. Plans drawn up by the Commission to increase regulatory reform are good in principle but will need to be implemented properly, the IoD said in its latest edition of RegAlert, a quarterly bulletin on regulatory issues. 

· The proposal to subject new regulations to impact assessments is very welcome, but assessments must be done rigorously for all proposals and there needs to be a clear focus on burdens on business.

· The principles of good consultation which the Commission sets out are sound, but the proposed standard consultation time of six weeks is too short – the UK allows double that time.

· The proposal to cut down the detail in directives is also welcome, but neither the Commission nor the member states should take that as a signal to fill in lots of unnecessary details themselves.

Richard Baron, Deputy Head of the Policy Unit and author of RegAlert, said:

“We have a good package here. Now the Commission must deliver. We need to see concrete results, in terms of less regulation. Regrettably, the timetable for introducing impact assessments is already slower than that envisaged in last November’s Mandelkern Report.”
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Contact Points:

Richard Baron, Deputy Head of the Policy Unit, tel: 020 7451 3212 

Ruth Lea, Head of the Policy Unit, tel: 020 7451 3291; pager: 07626 241749

Richard Taylor, Press Officer, tel: 020 7451 3264 

mobile and out of hours: 07721 734886
Notes to Editors

The Institute of Directors is a non-political organisation with 55,000 members in the UK, whose aim is to help directors to fulfil their leadership responsibilities in creating wealth for the benefit of business and society as a whole. To this end the IoD provides an effective voice to represent the interests of its members to government and opinion-formers, and to bring the experience of business leaders to bear on the conduct of public affairs. 

