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CALL FOR GOVERNMENT TO MATCH STATED CONCERN FOR FORIGN FORESTS AT HOME – 

Woodland Trust “Manifesto for a Greener Future” show how
6th March 2001 

The Woodland Trust today called on the Prime Minister to match his concern for rainforests overseas and his Government's timber procurement policy with action at home to protect and expand Britain's depleted forests.  Forest cover in Britain is amongst the lowest in Europe.

Hilary Allison, the Woodland Trust's policy director, said: "Mr Blair must ensure that his welcome desire to protect the world’s forests is accompanied by action at home to protect the UK’s own equivalent of the rainforests- our ancient woods.  Quite simply they are nature’s cathedrals – our richest habitat for wildlife and an irreplaceable part of our heritage yet we have lost 50 per cent of them since the First World War to farming and fast growing timber plantations and even today 85 per cent of ancient woodland has no protective designation.

"As the Woodland Trust showed in its report last year, Why The UK’s Ancient Woodland is Still Under Threat, action is needed in relation to the three key threats of legal loopholes and poor planning guidance, intensive agricultural practices and the impact of climate change.  To deliver on the pledge in the UK Sustainable Development Strategy ‘to halt the decline and fragmentation of ancient woodland’ much more needs to be done."

Dr Allison continued: "In addition to this, we need to ensure that existing woods of all kinds that remain are valued by society for the huge range of economic, social and environmental benefits which they bring and that we expand woodland to help make our landscapes more robust in the face of climate change.  We cannot lecture other countries on protection of their rainforests if we fail to protect and value our own.

"We hope that one of the outcomes of Mr Blair’s speech will be a national debate as to how we can better safeguard and enhance our own woods and forests."

(end)

For further press information contact:

Dr Hilary Alison, Woodland Trust Policy Director on 01476 581111, or

Anne Jappie or Ruth Johnson at the Woodland Trust Press Office on 01476 581121.  Fax: 01476 569417.    E-mail: annejappie@woodland-trust.org.uk.

Notes for editors

The Woodland Trust

The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity. It is committed to:

· no further loss of ancient woodland

· restoring and improving the biodiversity of woods

· increasing new native woodland

· increasing people’s awareness and enjoyment of woodland

Established in 1972, the Woodland Trust has over 1000 sites in its care covering approximately 17,700 hectares (43,700 acres).  It offers free public access to nearly all of its sites.  Visit www.woodland-trust.org.uk for more information.

The Prime Minister's Speech

In his speech, "Environment: the next steps" delivered today, 6 March 2001, the Prime Minister called for: preservation of forests and called for action to match words.  He noted that since 1980, 10% of the forests in the developing world have been lost and that "large parts of Africa and South America could lose their tropical rain forest by 2080" and that many species of plant and wildlife "are expected to become extinct".  Additionally, Mr Blair stated: "We have already promised that as a Government we will purchase timber only from legal and sustainable sources."

Mr Blair said that he will "be inviting CEOs from key sectors such as ...forestry, together with the leaders of NGOs, to work to develop innovative strategies in these areas to promote sustainability."  The Woodland Trust is offering its Millennium Challenges to Government and its new manifesto, A Greener Future, as key to this debate and call for action.

(more notes follow)

Sustainable wood products and the Forest Stewardship Council

The Woodland Trust was the first major landowner to earn UK-wide Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification.  Certification for England and Wales was achieved in July 1998, Scotland and Northern Ireland in December 1999.  The Forest Stewardship Council is an international non-profit-making organisation that was formed to encourage good forestry practice and responsible forestry management.  It has a labelling scheme for woodland products.  The label or trademark guarantees that wood and wood products come from sustainable woodland that is managed to an agreed set of strict environmental, social and economic standards.  FSC accreditation provides independent and internationally recognised endorsement of woodland management practice.

Extinction of species

"The known extinction rate of broadleaved woodland species in the last 100 years has been higher than for any other habitat - 46 species.  In addition, broadleaved woodland contains more globally threatened and rapidly declining species than any other UK habitat." - Why the UK's Ancient Woodland is Still Under Threat, The Woodland Trust, published 2000.

Tree-planting and woodland creation in the UK

The Woodland Trust has planted nearly 3 million trees in the last six years, creating more new native woodland than practically any other UK organisation.

Forest cover in Europe (1999 statistics)

Denmark 9.8%; Netherlands 9.8%; Ireland 8.3%; United Kingdom 10.2%.
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