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CONFEDERATION CALLS FOR NEW APPROACH TO TACKLING HEALTH 
INEQUALITY 
Responding to today's Healthcare Commission report on the State of Healthcare, NHS 
Confederation chief executive Gill Morgan said: 
"This report adds to the growing amount of independently validated evidence that the NHS 
is improving and that investment is delivering better services for patients. It seems ironic 
that many of the positive changes it highlights are simply not captured by existing ways of 
measuring NHS productivity and performance.  
  
"The report is right to highlight historic inequalities in the way resources are allocated 
across the NHS, although the issues are more complex than the report acknowledges. 
Equalising resources too quickly would cause significant disruption and would not necessarily 
even out inequalities.  
  
 "We need to take a hard look at how we allocate money more effectively to tackle deep-
seated health inequalities. We know the Government has recently started to review the 
funding formula. But we think there is also a case for creating a separate investment fund for 
health improvement. Currently, initiatives to improve long-term health compete for 
resources with day-to-day service provision. A separate fund might help avoid this long term 
work from being squeezed by more immediate demands on the service."  
  
Dr Morgan added: "The report is right however, to highlight that improving the health of the 
most disadvantaged can't be done by the NHS alone.  Stronger partnerships with local 
government, schools and other local organisations will be the only way real progress can be 
made." 
  
Ends 

Notes for editors 
  
1.       The NHS Confederation represents the organisations that make up the NHS. Our 

members include the majority of NHS trusts, primary care trusts and health authorities 
in England; trusts and local health boards in Wales; trusts and NHS boards in Scotland; 
and health and social service trusts and boards in Northern Ireland. 

  
2.       An ISDN line is available for radio interviews (020 7959 7283). To arrange an ISDN 

interview please contact Jenny Reindorp on 020 7959 7237. 
 


