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For Immediate Release 
                    9  November 2004 
 
To: Food Journalists 

BRC and IoP present the new revised Packaging Standard 

NEW GLOBAL FOOD STANDARD 
REVEALED  

 
The British Retail Consortium (BRC) is publishing a new version of the globally recognised 
BRC Food Standard on 31 December 2004. This will come into force on 1 June 2005.  
 
The BRC Global Food Standard is used by certification bodies operating in Europe, Africa, 
the Middle East, Asia, the Far East, Australasia and North and South America, to enable food 
suppliers to achieve certification against a globally recognised standard. 
 
The Standard sets the benchmark for food safety management systems, laying down criteria 
against which companies can be assessed and so allowing purchasers to buy with confidence.  
 
Changes to the Standard reflect changes in legislation including traceability, product 
segregation and the process by which product integrity is managed through the supply chain. 
Interpretations of requirements are more concise and the protocol more extended and detailed. 
The revisions are based on extensive consultation between the BRC and key stakeholders 
across the industry. 
 
BRC Head of Technical Services, Kevin Swoffer, said: “Most large UK retailers will require 
their supplier to have gained certification to the appropriate BRC Global Standard and so we 
are pleased to now offer the revised Food Standard that reflects the changing industry, and 
clearly focuses on the need to establish the highest standards across the food chain. 
 
“The BRC Global Food Standard is used by certification bodies in 23 countries across 4 
continents.  Its success since it was introduced and the engagement of stakeholders from the 
food industry has meant that best practice is established, achieved and maintained.” 
Ends  
 
Notes 
 
The new BRC Global Food Standard will be published on 31 December 2004 and will come 
into force on 1 June 2005. To pre order, see TSO details below. 
 
The Standard will also be available as a download in German, Swedish, Spanish, French, 
Norwegian and Dutch from February 2005. 
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To pre order the Standard contact the TSO (The Stationery Office), the Standard is priced at 
£90 plus £3.75 for postage and packaging. 15% discount is offered for all orders over 15 
copies. It can be ordered by quoting ISBN number - 0 11 702222 5 by phone on 0870 243 
0123, by fax on 0870 240 3701, online at www.tso.co.uk/bookshop/brc (discount is not 
available by this method), by visiting a TSO bookshop or by post from TSO, PO Box 29, 
Norwich, NR3 1GN. 
For further press information contact: 
 
Kate Ison, BRC Press Office   0207 854 8920 kate.ison@brc.org.uk
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