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Draft disability bill – an important step towards comprehensive civil rights

RNIB welcomes the publication of the draft Disability Bill.  The draft Bill addresses many of the outstanding recommendations of the Disability Rights Task Force that the Government pledged to meet and will strengthen protection against discrimination and enhance the rights of the 2 million people with a sight problem in the UK.

Steve Winyard, Head of Public Policy, said “the draft bill contains measures that will make a real difference to the lives of blind and partially sighted people.  No longer will blind and partially sighted people be discriminated against when using buses and trains. No longer will Guide dog owners face restricted access to accommodation because landlords have policies banning dogs from their premises.  No longer will councillors with sight problems be prevented from performing their duties as local representatives due to the lack of accessible information.  A public sector duty to promote equality of opportunity for disabled people and extension of the DDA to cover functions of public bodies will have huge benefits for all disabled people.”

RNIB is encouraged that the Government aims to complete the pre- legislative scrutiny of the draft Bill by April and hopes that a substantive Bill will be placed before Parliament later this Session.
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Notes to Editors
1.
Every day another 100 people will start to lose their sight. There are around two million people in the UK with sight problems. RNIB is the leading 

charity working in the UK offering practical support, advice and information for anyone with sight difficulties. If you, or someone you 

know, has a sight problem, RNIB can help. Call the RNIB Helpline on 0845 766 9999 or visit www.rnib.org.uk 

