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Human Embryo Abuse

When Does L.ife Begin?

Medical textbooks recognise fertilisation, when a sperm fuses with an ovum, as the start
of a new life. This single cell is a whole human being, not a part of the father or mother,
whether it is created in a woman's body or on a laboratory slide.

The Law

Under the 1990 Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act, it is legal in the U.K. to do
experiments on human embryos up to 14 days from fertilisation. Embryos below this age
are also thrown away, or frozen and then compulsorily destroyed after five years, or
otherwise mistreated in the course of fertility treatments such as IVF.

Reasons Given for Research and Rebuttals

Some argue that research on human embryos is harmless because the embryo cannot feel
pain at this stage. There is no question of feeling pain so early (though many later
abortions are carried out without anaesthetic on babies who can certainly feel pain). But
surely it would not be ethical to end the life of a born human being who has been sedated.
So the issue is not whether the human embryo can feel pain, but rather, whether the
embryo is a human being — that is, a human organism. Since this is scientifically
undisputed, we find the “no pain” argument to be fallacious.

Others contend that embryo research is acceptable because it is “in a good cause”. But
could we experiment on a born human being at the expense of his/her life if it were for a
good cause? The issue is not whether the cause is good, but whether it justifies the
means. Experimenters may have good motives, and life-affirming scientific progress is
certainly good, but we are not willing to sacrifice the lives of human beings for scientific
purposes.

Even with the best intentions and even painlessly, it can never be right to deliberately end
an innocent human life, or to use one human being as a guinea pig for the benefit of
another.
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