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An EU directive, which will compel businesses to dispose of old electronic goods on behalf of consumers has come under attack from members of the Institute of Directors. The Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive (WEEED) is currently being debated, and is expected to be adopted in the middle of 2002. It is likely that the Directive will allow consumers to return or have collected, free of charge, unwanted or unused electrical or electronic equipment.

An IoD report on WEEED, published today, points out the pitfalls of the Directive. Geraint Day, Business Research Executive at the IoD, said:

"WEEED would have implications not only in terms of collection costs, but also because of the need for retailers and others to introduce extra staff training. Some of these costs will inevitably end up being passed on to consumers, as the proposers of the Directive admit.”

The report did acknowledge the potential for new business opportunities in the recycling and redesign of electrical and electronic equipment. However, one industry estimate puts the potential cost to UK companies  up to £2 bn a year.* 

A key feature of this new area of environmental regulations would be the fact that it would be retroactive.

“We know that business is often called upon to solve many of the problems of the world - environmental issues increasingly so. With around 300 legal statutes on environmental matters already encapsulated into EU law, businesses – particularly smaller businesses – are having to devote extra resources to becoming experts in a rising tide of new regulations,” Geraint Day said. 
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* The Industry Council for Electronic Equipment Recycling submission to the DTI consultation. See www.icer.org.uk
/2…
/2….
A copy of the report, Watch out for the WEEED, is attached.
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e-mail: press@iod.com
A wide range of policy papers and press releases can be download from www.iod.com/policy/press
Notes to Editors:

1. Members of the IoD were surveyed on the WEEE Directive proposals via a questionnaire in IoD Policy and on the IoD website in June and July 2001. Some 81 sets of responses and anecdotal comments were submitted.

2. Information on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council of Ministers WEEE Directive may be found on the EU’s website, a 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/docum/00347_en.htm.
The Institute of Directors is a non-political organisation with some 68,000 members world-wide, 55,000 in the UK, whose aim is to help directors to fulfil their leadership responsibilities in creating wealth for the benefit of business and society as a whole. To this end the IoD provides an effective voice to represent the interests of its members to government and opinion-formers, and to bring the experience of business leaders to bear on the conduct of public affairs.
