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Chancellor to "set out his stall®™ on Britain"s competitiveness
Institute of Director®s Annual Convention

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, together with Michael
Howard, Barbara Cassani and Michael O"Leary are just some of those from
the world of politics and business that will be speaking at this year"s
Institute of Directors (1oD) Annual Convention at the Royal Albert Hall
on Wednesday 28" April.

This year"s Convention, "Britain competing in the Modern World®, will
tackle the current issues facing the UK economy including, how Britain
can compete in the modern world and how governments and politicians can
impact on the nation®"s commercial growth.

Putting forward the views of successful entrepreneurs, the forthright
Michael O"Leary, Chief Executive of Ryanair and Barbara Cassani,
Chairman of the London Olympic Games 2012 bid, will outline their
visions.

Leaders from the UK"s key business organisations will take part in the
annual debate session. George Cox, the loD Director General; Brendan
Barber, TUC General Secretary; Digby Jones, Director General, CBI; and
David Frost, Director General, BCC, will debate their contrasting
visions on the path for UK business.

Speakers during the day will also include Academics from the country®s
most influential business schools Including Professor Howard Thomas,
the Dean of Warwick Business School, one of the foremost institutions
developing the country"s future commercial leaders and Justin Hughes,
former Red Arrows pilot and entrepreneur. Delegates will also hear a
rare speech from The Duke of Westminster.
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Notes to editors

1. The 2004 10D Annual Convention is sponsored by MRI Worldwide
(wmww._mriww.com), the world"s largest and most successful technical,
managerial and executive search company with over with over 1,100
offices in 28 countries.

2. The 1oD (Institute of Directors), founded by Royal Charter in
1903, is a non-party political organisation with upwards of 54,000
members in the United Kingdom. Membership includes directors from
right across the business spectrum - from media to manufacturing, e-
business to the public and voluntary sectors. Members include CEOs of
large corporations as well as entrepreneurial directors of start-up
companies.

3. The 1oD offers a wide range of business services, which include
business centre facilities (including six regional centres),
conferences, networking events, issues-led guides and literature as
well as information services and free access to a comprehensive
business library and enquiry service. The loD places great emphasis on
director development and has established a certified qualification for
directors - Chartered Director - as well as running specific board-
level and director-level training and individual career mentoring
programmes.

4. In addition, the loD provides an effective voice to represent the
interests of its members to government and key opinion-formers at the
highest levels. These include ministers, constituency MPs, Select
Committee members and senior civil servants. loD policies and views are
actively promoted to the national, regional and trade media.

5. For further information, visit our website: www.iod.com
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