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Order, Order!
The Newsletter of the Association of Former Members of Parliament

The average stay of MPs then was 
about 8/9 years. Defeated back 
benchers, in marginal seats, were 
turned out of their office without 
compunction.

The day after the count they were 
handed a black plastic sack then 
escorted to their desk by a junior 
clerk, relieved of their pass, then 
escorted out again never to return.

Rather like a thief caught with his 
hand in the till.

The landslide of 1997 meant 
that 126 Conservative MPs lost their 
seats in a few hours. Their secretaries 
and researchers lost their jobs too, 
some of whom would have given 
many years service to highflying 
Cabinet Ministers.

Where are these MPs and their staff 
now? In many cases we just don’t 
know.

There were stories of ex-members, 
including their partners, suffering 
nervous breakdowns, divorce, 
heart attacks, alcoholism, serious 
negative equities on their London 
homes, school fees debts, and even 
bankruptcy.

Mostly in silence. Because no ex-
honourable member cares to parade 

their grief or difficulty. The public 
generally neither know nor care that 
unemployment happens to MPs too.

So why should MPs be any different? 
It is different because when MPs 
lose their job they are scattered 
individuals all across Britain.

They cannot easily meet up with 
other defeated MPs in local pubs 
to catch up, sympathise, or discuss 
other job opportunities.

There are no comparative jobs 
elsewhere. The Houses of Parliament 
and its jobs are just in one place - at 
Westminster.

AFTER the 1997 Election many 
of the long serving survivors still in 
the House in safe seats were very 
concerned at the political carnage 
(possibly to be repeated in the 2010 
election) where decent honest MPs 
were ridiculed and defeated through 
no fault of their own.

So, many of the survivors decided 
that if the Army and RAF could look 
after their casualties, then so too 
should the Mother of all Parliaments.

An all–party handful of veterans, led 
by Joe Ashton, Peter Emery, Peter 
Snape, Ted Graham, Dale Campbell-
Savours, Lynn Golding Teressa 

Gorman, Bowen Wells, Ronnie Fearn 
and Ray Mitchie went to the party 
whips who, tired of the perpetual 
aftermath problems of despair, were 
very supportive and recommended 
that we seek the help of the new 
Speaker Michael Martin MP for 
Springburn Glasgow.

resolution
The new Labour Government Chief 
Whip Ann Taylor, a former casualty 
of boundary changes in her first seat 
which she won at the age of 27 had 
also been a casualty nine years later 
due to boundary changes.

She was extremely supportive. So 
was the new Leader of the House, 
Margaret Beckett. She also had lost 
her first seat at Lincoln some years 
earlier.

Between the three of them, Martin, 
Beckett and Taylor, they organized 
and squeezed a resolution of the 
House onto the floor literally just 
hours before Parliament dissolved 
and prorogued for the 2001 Election, 
which after half an hours debate 
was overwhelmingly approved by all 
parties. 

We were on our way. 

LOSING OR LEAVING? 
THEN STAY WITH US!
Astonishingly in the three General Elections between 1987 and 1997, more 
than 500 MPs left the House, either by losing their seat, or standing down.

***



Order, Order!

Contributions from our members are 
very welcome on any subject, topical or 
nostalgic, and pictures too.

We are non-political with no bias to any 
Party. We do encourage news, old jokes, 
old stories from far flung trips with “now 
it can be told” secrets and anecdotes 
from long ago. Especially stories where 
members have now passed on and can’t 
kick up a fuss. Our obituaries are written 
by Lord Ted Graham with intimate 
knowledge of former members , and 
much appreciated by the families of the 
deceased. 

Our book reviews include those written 
by Tony Benn, Nigel Lawson, Giles 
Brandreth, Giles Radice, David Mitchell, 
Eric Moonman, Dennis Coe, Kenneth 
Baker, Norman Atkinson, and David 
Watkins.

Our news, stories and opinions are 
regularly picked up by the Press Gallery 
and the BBC. They are frequently used 
in political radio programmes and in 
regional newspapers. We are often first 
with the gossip and the news. Every 
sitting MP gets a copy of what we have 
published, but unfortunately, like much 
of the good stuff, unaware secretaries 
occasionally chuck printed mail straight 
into the dustbin, spending little time to 
select items for the MP which do not 
affect his constituency.

Which is why we print it in a lurid 
Blackpool mirage of colour on glossy 
paper in A4 size. That way we may catch 
the MPs eye and like Punch will probably 
rest in the archives until the Parliament 
of 2099.

Our magazine Order Order has been 

an outstanding success.

It is published three times a year (that 

is all we can afford) and paid for out 

of our own subscriptions. 

We distribute 1,750 copies to all 

MPs, every member of the Lords, all 

members of our Association, the press 

gallery, libraries and archives. The 

postage is generously provided free 

from the House Magazine (owned by 

Dods) and we are highly grateful.

We are proud to announce that 

among our 340 members we have 

over 80 in the House of Lords 

including over 40 ex-cabinet 

ministers, two former speakers, two 

former Prime Ministers (John Major 

and Tony Blair) and lately Boris 

Johnson, the Mayor of London.

In fact, we can say without irony 

that if the government fell into the 

Thames tonight we could take over 

and form a full scale very experienced 

cabinet and government before Big 

Ben chimed noon tomorrow.

ORDER ORDER MAGAZINE

Our Magazine is produced by ex-Members with journalistic 
experience who can deliver quality copy and professional 
layouts to tight deadlines.

Our Association has made big strides 
since our launch in 2001.
Thanks to our patron Mr Speaker, and the House 
of Commons Commission, we have received 
privileges for admission passes, office and 
secretarial help, printing, and publishing facilities 
through the House Magazine, and hospitality 
at Speaker’s House.

We have first class website connections with 
similar organisations within the European 
Community and beyond, and have gained 
stature with a membership of 340 including over 
80 Lords, 40 ex-cabinet ministers and ex Prime 
Ministers and Speakers too.

We now enjoy a vast amount of respect from 
the 2,500 politicians, press, civil servants and 
Dods, in both Houses, who receive our magazine 
“Order Order.”

Our members are very grateful for this help 
and encouragement.

Now at Christmas 2008 we are absolutely 
delighted to give our thanks to the Chair of 
the Administration Select Committee Frank 
Doran MP for Aberdeen North, for allowing 
our members to 
have access to the 
dining facilities at 
certain off-peak 
times. This will 
provide extra 
revenue for the 
catering department 
on those occasions 
when sitting 
members have 
usually left to go to 
their constituencies.

WHAT A LOVELY 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT
Take your family to Parliament and dine in the beautiful Portcullis House
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Frank Doran MP
Portcullis House Atrium. Indoor lime trees and shimmering water features.
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continued over

The age old Parliamentary wisdom that there is 
nothing deader than an ex MP finally collapsed 
on Wednesday October 24 in the Members 
Dining room.

This report and in-depth investiga-

tion into who goes home and who 

goes back to Westminster when 

the ballot boxes are counted, is 

a splendid analysis, and a very 

good read too, carried out by the 

Leeds University School of Politics 

and International studies led by 

Professor Kevin Theakston, Dr Ed 

Gouge, and Dr Victoria Honeyman.

Their team spent well over a 

year contacting and interviewing 

Association members.  

The audience gave a special welcome 

to the Lord Speaker Baroness 

Helene Hayman who lost her Labour 

seat in Welwyn Hatfield way back 

in 1979. Then after having 4 sons 

and being out for several years serv-

ing a long list of worthy causes, 

she was appointed to the House of 

Lords where she has been elected its 

Speaker.

Will You Please 
Welcome – 
Mr Tony Blair!

He has only been gone a few 
months and already some say 
he has been sadly missed.

The media seek him here, and they seek 

him there but our old friend Tony Blair 

has always been a strong supporter of 

our Association. So like John Major before 

him he didn’t hesitate to sign up as a new 

member, and send us the £25 standing 

order for his subs straight away.

We have now recruited three former Prime 

Ministers to our list namely the late Jim 

Callaghan, John Major, and Tony Blair.

So do we have any members in the Lords 

who know Mrs Thatcher well enough to 

ask her to join the ranks of former Speaker 

Betty Boothroyd (currently starring on the 

“Antiques Road Show” and looking immac-

ulate as always), and  also the charming 

Lord Speaker, Helene Hayman, former MP 

for Welwyn Hatfield?

Mrs Thatcher’s visit to Downing Street 

shows that time can heal all wounds.

We do send a copy of every issue of 

“Order Order” to her in the Lords and she 

would be most welcome if she joined us.

Present were over seventy people including members of 
the Lords, MPs, former MPs, Heads of Departments and the 
Press Gallery who all received a copy of our major enquiry 
“LIFE AFTER LOSING AND LEAVING.”

Lord Speaker Baroness Helene Hayman and Sir Alan Haselhurst, Deputy Speaker in the Commons

Order Order Winter 2007.indd   1 6/11/07   23:01:21
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HELLO – I'M BORIS

In the last two years 'Order, Order' 
has warmly welcomed ex Prime 
Ministers Tony Blair and John Major 
into our ranks.

Now we are delighted to report that 
Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London, 
has joined us.

'Hello, Hello, Hello. I am Boris', he 
says with polished fogey aplomb.

According to one Sunday paper, 
that is how he welcomes visitors to 
London’s City Hall (and that he has 
been nicknamed Bojo by his staff).

But our members are more used to 
jumping off the pavements of West-
minster when his push bike appears. 
Then seeing this lovable rogue, with 
enormous talent, both on and off 
the page, or on the green leather 
benches, or even “Have I Got News 
For You” on BBC TV.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

"THE WINTER OF 
DISCONTENT."

IT WaS ExaCTLy 30 yEaRS agO.  
aLL OuR jOBS, OuR SEaTS, aND EvEN OuR
LIvES DEpENDED ON ONE SINgLE vOTE OR

aBSTENTION. INCLuDINg
MuRDER IN THE CaR paRk TWO DayS LaTER.

 See back page

WaS THaT
REaLLy ME?
OuR OLDEST NEW 
MEMBER agED 93 
WINg COMMaNDER
ERNEST MILLINgTON DFC
	 	 	 	 SEE PAGE 2
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LONDON JULY 1858. THE BIG STINK!
LONDON JULY 2008. THE BIG PANIC!

NIGEL LAWSON'S 
BOOK “A COOL 

LOOK AT GLOBAL 
WARMING”

“Horror forecasts are 
like the Da Vinci Code 
– a grain of truth and 

a mountain of 
nonsense!” says Nigel.

KENNETH BAKER 
PUTS TOGETHER 
“GEORGE III LIFE 
AND TIMES IN 
CARICATURE”

200 pages of 
glorious wit and bawdy 

brilliant cartoons.

SEVEN, YES SEVEN, 
COMRADES LEAVE 
US THROUGH THE 

FINAL LOBBY 
INCLUDING DIVA 
DUNWOODY.

GYLES 
BRANDRETH'S 
LATEST BOOK 
BRINGS OSCAR 
WILDE OUT OF 
THE CLOSET!

He was a Secret Detective!
“The Ring of Death”
runs from Conan Doyle 

to Lillie Langtry

RIVETING STUFF!

DODS INVITE ALL 
OUR MEMBERS TO 
THEIR BIRTHDAY 

PARTY
175 YEARS NOT OUT!

MPS’
SECOND
HOMES?

BEWARE SECOND 
“NEGATIVE EQUITIES”!

DICK TRACEY 
DOES IT 
AGAIN!

He gets more votes 
than BORIS!

AND MUCH MORE INSIDE OUR 
SUMMER BUMPER EDITION

by kind permission of Kenneth Baker

Order Order Summer 2008.indd   1 16/6/08   22:42:54
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We are delighted to 
announce that the neW
speaker, John BercoW, 
has agreed to Become 
our patron.
John very generously hosted our 
annual reception in Speaker's 
House within days of taking office 
and was warmly received by all our 
Former Members.

We look forward to working in 
harmony and receiving the good 
advice and support which we 
enjoyed from the previous Speaker, 
Michael Martin. 

THE INSIDE STORY OF THE 
SCOOP WHICH CHANGED 
THE FACE OF BRITISH 
POLITICS – BY THE TEAM 
WHO BOUGHT IT

INSIDE
 the mole Who
unearthed our mps'
Blunkett's dog
opened parliament

 secretarY WiVes
Work on sundaYs
 eliZaBeth peacock
Yorkshire's Worshipful 
second lady Woolperson
 alBert mcQuarrie
last conservative in 
scotland

 the leaVers list in Full
 oBituarY
lord peter Blaker
BlitZ anniVersarY:
germans BomBed
our chipshop!
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INSIDE!
Press Gallery Needs 
New staNdards too!

Michael MartiN,
our MeNtor

 the Quiet Guy Got 
409 Votes aNd woN
11 iN a row

 the likes of BriaN.
clough Meets tV star 
austin Mitchell
1974 aNd MPs wiN
strike for 
allowaNces

John Bercow was born and brought 
up in Hackney. A Conservative MP 
who had a majority of 18,100 in 
Buckingham, and his dad was a taxi 
driver!
He has three young children and is a devoted family man. 
Three Labour Cabinet ministers actually voted for him.

The Times said, “He is a young, eloquent Liberal and a 
moderniser who should insist on greater transparency in the 
House”.

Aged 46, John is older than Speaker Grenville was at 29, or 
Speaker Addington at 32, both of whom went on to become 
Prime Minister.

John is the first Jewish Speaker of the House.

In his vote winning speech he said, “There is a turmoil 
engulfing this place and a crisis of confidence in 
parliamentarians themselves. A legislature cannot be 
effective while suffering public scorn.

“I believe that the vast number of MPs are upright, 
honourable people who came into politics not to feather 
their nest but to heed the call of public service”.

He is right. And Prime Minister Gordon Brown agreed, saying 
“The House failed by allowing a system to develop that was 

ripe and open for abuse by flipping, and capital gains tax. It 
did us no favours too by blacking out embarrassing details”.

Our Association of Former MPs is all party and has over 330 
members, including more than 80 in the House of Lords. 

We can honestly say that we have never had a dispute or 
division which has been put to a recorded vote. We believe in 
harmony, public service and comradeship, and it works. 

So we have no hesitation in saying we will support any new 
measures which will restore and enhance the respect the 
voters used to have for the noble traditions and practices of 
Parliament.

We will be formally asking Speaker Bercow to take on the 
role of Patron of our Association and fill the vacancy left 
by Speaker Martin, our great friend since our foundation in 
2001.

Parliament has suffered grievously in this year 2009. Let us all 
work together to restore its time honoured unwritten laws 

A MAN 
FOR ALL 
PARTIES
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Order, Order!

When the General Election comes, our Association will have 
survived two Parliaments over nine years.

When we set out, like the Pilgrim Fathers, we had no cash, no 
desk, no office, no staff, no constitution, no admission passes to 
get into the House, and were met with a very cool and negative 
reaction by the officers in Parliament.

We were initially refused access to or lists of ex-members 
addresses from the post office, the pensions department, the 
Members Fund and the Sergeant at Arms; because they said “It 
would contravene the Data Protection Act to give us any details 
of former members”.

Even today we have no official list of all 700 plus former MPs. But 
amazingly by various means we have managed to recruit 340 to 
our Association, not too far short of 50%.

Speaker Michael Martin, managed to gain an office for us 

over in Abbey Gardens and eventually we were able to pay an 
administrator a small honorarium for one day a week, funded by 
a small grant from the House of Commons Commission.

In no time at all we were receiving messages and congratulations 
from around the world including Australia, America, all the 
Commonwealth and EC countries who had similar members’ 
organizations with their governments giving them financial help 
and services far in advance of anything we could hope for.

Even today, nine years later, we are seriously embarrassed 
because we can’t afford to send a delegate to Europe to observe 
or take part in the European Association of Former MPs.

The House provides excellent financial support for the CPA, the 
IPU, and the Industry and Parliament Trust, but very little for us. 

We rely on our members’ subscriptions to keep us afloat and we 
need every ex MP to join us for the small annual amount of £25.

A copy of their report was sent to every 
MP in the House last year.

184 ex-MPs of all parties, going back to 
1970, were interviewed from all parties 
and social backgrounds. 

The average MP had served twelve years.

One third of the MPs had not expected 
to lose their seat. Even if they did know 
the old adage that “all politicians live by 
the vote and die by the vote”

Professor Theakston’s interviews found 
that those who were defeated felt 
shocked, angry, emotional and upset. 
Others were resigned to it. Many 
expected it.

Interviews were given by Una King who 
had a bitter campaign against George 
Galloway in Bethnal Green. At the count 
Una remembers a large number of 
people hysterically happy and delighted 
that she had lost while party workers had 
tears streaming down their cheeks. Being 
an MP made me very unhappy she said.

Sue Doughty, former Liberal MP for 
Guildford, lost narrowly by 347 votes out 
of 51,600. She was the first candidate 
to beat a Conservative MP in that 
constituency since 1906. Ironically, she 
had opened the new local Job Centre 
just three months before her defeat. 
She said that finding another job for 
a former MP over the age of 50 was 
“problematic”.

Richard Tracey, lost by 56 votes following 
four recounts in Surbiton. He is now 
a prominent member of the London 
Assembly supporting Boris Johnson, 
both of whom are members of our 
Association.

Harold Best a Labour MP for Leeds North 
West gained the seat at the age of 59 
and quit at 67 voluntarily, with happy 
memories. 

Sir Graham Bright was PPS to John Major 
the Prime Minister, but he too lost his 
seat at Luton South in 1997.

He is now our Association’s Treasurer and 
represents us on the Members Pension 
Fund too. Graham is back in his old job 
as the Chairman of his family firm (is it 
doing better because he himself is back 
at work? Or because we have had a 
Labour Government?).

But he is still helping the Conservative 
Party to sort out those new eager 
applicants who want to become an MP. 

Which is a long way from being a PPS in 
Downing Street but it gets him round the 
House to meet with old colleagues for a 
chat at our meetings.

We are extremely grateful to 
Professor Theakston and very pleased 
that he intends to do another survey 
of the MPs who could lose in 2010 to 
tell the real truth for history about 
what faces MPs after defeat. 

LIFE AFTER 
LOSING OR LEAVING
THE EXPERIENCE OF FORMER MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

A REPORT FOR THE ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEMBERS 
OF PARLIAMENT BY THE UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

PRODUCED BY PROFESSOR KEVIN THEAKSTON, 
DR ED GOUGE & DR VICTORIA HONEYMAN

School of Politics and International Studies. University of Leeds October 2007

life after parliament.indd   1 9/10/07   20:35:49

We Know A Great Deal 
About Life After Leaving
In October 2007 our Association was approached by 
Professor Ken Theakston and his colleagues at the 
University of Leeds suggesting that their School of Politics 
and International Studies would like to commission 
detailed research on Life After Losing or Leaving, The 
Experience of Former Members of Parliament.

IT HAS BEEN A LONG HAUL
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Q What does it cost?

A £25 per year

Q What do we get for it?

A Our magazine “Order Order” 
three times a year together with 
three copies of the House magazine 
plus several valuable and well earned 
privileges.

Q Such as?

A A very welcome pass to gain 
access to many parts of the House 
and to use certain bars and cafeterias 
including the Terrace, with limited 
access for families. Formal meals and 
food can be obtained on certain days 
in Portcullis House, including the 
Adjournment Restaurant.

There is also access to the Churchill 
Room at certain times and days. 

Q Do we know any good places 
to stay on a visit to London?

A Yes. Excellent concessions are 
given to our members and their 
families by the Union Jack Club. It is 
just across the road from Waterloo 
Station. Families can stay overnight 
in the modern accommodation 
which has the best value of any 
Central London Hotel. Brochures 
for our members are available on 
request. This privilege and special 
rates do not apply to any non-
members.

Q Can any ex-MP apply for a 
pass?

A Certainly. Telephone the Pass 
Office at No 1 Cannon Row on 
020 7219 5922 and make an 
appointment at Derby Gate (opposite 
the Red Lion pub) for a photograph 
identity pass. You will have to visit 
the office for this photograph but it 
will then be sent to you.

Q What about the shops and 
refreshment departments?

A You have the same access of any 
employee of the House to purchase 
Christmas cards, chocolates etc.

Q Is their any visual recognition 
or history of my service?

A Yes, Michael Martin arranged the 
production of a handsome signed 
certificate listing service which could 
be framed. We hope this can be re-
introduced by our new Patron, John 
Bercow.

Q Does the Association have a 
regular modern office which can 
take calls or emails etc.?

A Of course. What is more we 
have our own executive officer 
too. She is Sally Grocott (wife of 
Lord Bruce Grocott former PPS to 
Tony Blair). She is based at Room 
G13, 1 Parliament Street, House of 
Commons. Her telephone number 
020 7219 8207, e-mail grocotts@
parliament.uk.

Unfortunately, Sally is only paid for 
one day a week on our business. She 
is a superb executive officer but we 
do not have facilities to swamp her 
with queries and requests unless they 
are specifically connected with the 
administration of our Association. 
Please do not abuse this access.

Q What opportunities are there 
for social gatherings with former 
colleagues?

A We hold three all-member 
meetings each year in a committee 
room of the House. Members 
often go for a drink afterwards in 
Strangers Bar, or for a meal in the 
cafeteria.

We hold, courtesy of our Patron, 
an annual summer reception in 
Speaker’s House.

A “first” in November 2009 was a 
very successful reception at No 10, 
kindly hosted by Sarah Brown.

A number of members have 
arranged regional meetings.

Q Is the Association democratic?

A Yes. Our Rule Book is approved 
by the Speaker and the House 
of Commons Commission. Every 
word was carefully composed and 
accepted by them to provide a 
forum where former Members of 
Parliament can enhance the stature 
of politicians generally and seek to 
unite them in advancing the cause of 
parliamentary democracy across the 
world.

Our Association has to be impartial 
and independent and pursue any 
political purposes without being 
partisan.

We do not allow any lobbying of any 
kind and if our members are selected 
as a future candidate for any election 
they have to leave our Association.

Q Are their any elections at the 
AGM?

A Certainly. The AGM will be held 
after the General Election when 
candidates can apply in writing to 
nominate themselves for the ballot 
for the executive committee.

Seven executive committee members 
will be chosen by ballot and then 
six other candidates will be co-
opted to carefully balance regions 
of the country, parties, gender and 
particular skills/experience. 

It has taken many years to gain the 
acceptance and approval of the 
House which we now have mainly 
thanks to former Speaker Martin. 
Ours is a success story and we 
do hope you will join us after the 
conclusion to your Parliamentary 
career.

Joe Ashton, Chairman
MP for Bassetlaw 1968 - 2001

QUESTIONS YOU MAY WANT 
TO ASK BEFORE JOINING
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