MP’s Allowances – December 2009
Sir Thomas Legg Forensic Audit of Expenses- “Mr Havard has no issues.”
Associated* is a copy of the letter I have received from Sir Thomas Legg following his forensic audit of all MP’s (then) Additional Costs Allowance Claims from 2004. Sir Thomas concludes and will report to the members Estimates Committee that; “Mr Havard has no issues”.
That means that Sir Thomas has concluded that I have claimed properly and appropriately over the period and do not have to pay back any monies.
No mortgage claimed, no relatives employed and no second job.
I have no mortgage on any property, do not employ any relatives and I have no second job or other financial interests. I live in our constituency and have always claimed rent from the allowances for staying and working in London. 
No capital gains and no ‘flipping’:

As I have never taken the opportunity to use the allowances system to support any mortgage; none of the issues relating to any incidental capital gains and moving between mortgaged properties with assisted mortgage payments apply to me.
The Kelly Report and new Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority:

The independent report for the committee of standards in Public Life from Sir Christopher Kelly which reported on the 4th November made a range of recommendations that are yet to be fully implemented and will be reviewed by the new statutory Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority which will set and control MP’s allowances in the future.

The Kelly report raises the system used by the Ministry of Defence to house service personnel posted in London as a possible way forward for housing MP’s in the future. As I reported in May this year (See Allowances I document) ”I have claimed allowances for staying and working in London to achieve a similar standard of accommodation to that of a military quarter or a serviced flat type of arrangement provided by businesses to people who have to work in London for long and irregular periods throughout the year.” I have rented property rather than have a mortgage; achieving an arrangement of the sort the Kelly report recommends might be adopted collectively; claiming both within the letter and spirit of the rules as required.
The Kelly report also made a recommendation (10) with regard to the overnight subsistence (food) allowance suggesting it only be claimed in future to those staying in hotels. As the report was published in November and I had committed to accept its recommendations from that date (November 2009) I am no longer submitting claims for that allowance.  
Latest Publication of Claims Details:
In May (2009) I posted a breakdown of my claims in Table form of how I have claimed the allowances for staying and working in London for the period from 2004. 
Further than that I set out a budgeted projection of how I intend to claim against the allowance for this financial year under the current system. 
The latest publication by the House Authorities of claim forms relate to the previous Additional Claims Allowance and the reformed Personal Additional Accommodation Expenditure - that is the allowance for staying and working in London only - for the period 2008/2009 and the first quarter of this financial year. 
The detailed claim documents published by the House Authorities can be found on the Parliamentary web site www.parliament.uk under MP’s Allowances They give more detail of the claims but do not alter the information I published last May for the whole period from 2004.
* pdf Document: Sir Thomas Legg Letter 30 11 09 
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