Homeless Link




The 2012 Olympic Games have the potential to bring significant benefits to London as the host city; however, there is also a risk of unintended negative effects. It is crucial that work is done to ensure the Olympic legacy is a truly inclusive one.

The London 2012 bid outlined key aims, and made significant promises, about the long-term benefits and potential for regeneration that the Games would bring to local communities in East London. We believe the key to achieving these positive elements is thorough planning of the post-Games use of new developments at an early stage. 

In other countries homeless people have often not seen any benefit from major sporting events, both in the run up and in the aftermath. To the contrary, they’ve been seen as an embarrassment and swept out of sight for a short time. Homeless Link calls on the Olympic Legacy Committee, chaired by Baroness Ford, to ensure that the 2012 Olympic Games leave a social legacy that other international sporting events have so often failed to achieve, one that Britain can be truly proud of. It was within the context of this unique opportunity that we launched our campaign to end rough sleeping by the time the Olympics come to Britain as a useful way of keeping political attention on the issue. This commitment has received cross party support, with both the Mayor and the government signing up. It remains crucially important as political attention shifts to repossessions and mortgage rescue schemes.  

As large events can have a significant impact on the housing and homelessness situation of a host city, ensuring the local housing situation is improved, or at least maintained, will be essential to how the Olympics is remembered in London. We believe that this will require:

A commitment to joint working with the Mayor of London’s London Delivery Board on ending rough sleeping. We must use the unique opportunity the Olympics bring to London as a resource to help rough sleepers, and other vulnerable groups, secure employment, training and accommodation. We welcome programmes such as the Personal Best programme, launched by the London Development Agency, taking the lead in this direction prior to the games. http://www.lda.gov.uk/server.php?show=ConWebDoc.3157
Positive housing legacies that include using the Olympic athletes’ villages as social housing after the event. 

Within the housing legacy, ensuring that homeless people get a fair share of the accommodation and that it also takes into account the needs of the most vulnerable people in society, for example, that it does not focus solely on family units, but also on accommodation for single people and couples.

Assurances that the current diversity of East London is not affected by the Games, particularly given both the government's and Mayor’s commitment to mixed communities. Major events (including some previous Olympics) have often led to escalating housing costs and evictions of vulnerable tenants alongside displacement of current communities as a result of the “gentrification”. 

England has led and continues to lead the way internationally in its approach to ending rough sleeping. By fulfilling the promises in the Olympic bid and placing vulnerable people at the heart of the process, then England can led the way in showing how major sporting events can benefit all and not just the few.
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