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59TH WESTMINSTER SEMINAR ON PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE AND PROCEDURES 

7 - 19 MARCH 2010

	DRAFT OUTLINE PROGRAMME – PARLIAMENTARIANS



	SUNDAY 7 MARCH
	SATURDAY 13 MARCH
	SUNDAY 14 MARCH

	Arrival day
	Tour of London (optional)
	Free day

	MONDAY 8 MARCH

Commonwealth Day, International Women’s Day
	MONDAY 15 MARCH

	Tour of Parliament



Introduction to the Seminar

Women in the 21st Century

Lunch

Commonwealth Day Observance at Westminster Abbey

Reception at Marlborough House  in the presence of Her Majesty The Queen (limited number of tickets available – issued by ballot)
	The Speaker

The Industry and Parliament Trust

The Armed Forces Parliamentary Scheme

Speaker’s Reception

Lunch

The Greening of Parliaments

Parliamentary responses to the global financial crisis

The Electoral Commission

	TUESDAY 9 MARCH
	TUESDAY 16 MARCH

	Political update

The Westminster Parliamentary System

Bicameralism: the work of a second chamber

Lunch

Debates

Taxation and public expenditure: Parliament’s role

The role of the Opposition

Clerk of the House of Commons Reception
	How is Parliament run?

Young people and Parliament: engaging the next generation

Open Forum: Representing diversity

Lunch

MPs and the internet: challenges and opportunities

Broadcasting Parliament

Engaging with the media



	WEDNESDAY 10 MARCH
	WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH

	Transparency of public accounts

The committee system

Scrutiny of the Prime Minister (view Question Time)

Lunch

The legislative process

Open Forum: Scrutiny and accountability

Reception at No. 10 Downing Street
	The Serjeant at Arms

Paying for Parliament

Open Forum: Running parliaments

Lunch

Resources for former Members

Working relations in Parliament: ensuring excellence

Research and information services for Members

	THURSDAY 11 MARCH
	THURSDAY 18 MARCH

	Parliamentary Standards

Hansard

Party discipline in Parliament

Briefing on constituency visits

Lunch

Open Forum: Effective legislation

The role of an MP in the constituency

The Register of Members’ Interests
	Parliamentary democracy: supporting and strengthening

Climate change: the role of Parliamentarians?

Farewell lunch in the House of Lords

Summing up and feedback session

Closing session and presentation of Seminar certificates



	FRIDAY 12 MARCH
	FRIDAY 19 MARCH

	Constituency Visits
	Departure day


Draft outline programme only - sessions subject to change.
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