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The Charity Commission’s Faith and Social Cohesion Unit was set up in response to calls from faith-based charities for tailored regulatory support and understanding to promote high standards of governance and accountability in faith-based charities.

Faith-based charities play a crucial role in building faith and social capital in our communities.

Using our unique role as registrar and independent regulator of charities in England and Wales, we want to encourage faith organisations to register and enjoy the benefits of charitable status.
What does the FSCU do? 

The Faith and Social Cohesion Unit (FSCU) was established to help the Commission's work with faith-based charities with the aim of creating a centre of expertise on faith-based charities to help the Commission respond to the specific needs of these charities. 
The FSCU uses a two strand approach:
· Engaging with faith groups, organisations and places of worship, with mosques as a starting point, which are not currently registered with the Commission, to promote the benefits of charitable status and encourage registration where this is appropriate.  

· Engaging with faith-based charities that are already registered with the Commission to promote high standards of governance and management, by providing additional training, guidance and advice.  
The FSCU is initially working primarily with Muslim charities and communities.  

Why are you starting the work of the FSCU with Muslim charities and communities?

Islam is Britain’s second largest religion and the fastest growing faith group in the country
 but appears to be under-represented on our register. Our programme of work with faith-based charities identified Muslim charities as a priority group which would particularly benefit from more contact with, and guidance from, the Charity Commission. The FSCU is initially focusing its direct engagement work with this particular faith group in addition to the Commission’s ongoing work with wider faith based charities; we will roll out similar programmes with other faith groups in the future.  

Why would a mosque want to register as a charity?

To be a charity is not a matter of opinion or preference but a matter of law. Generally, all organisations which are charities with an annual income above £5000 are required to register with the Charity Commission. As well as the financial advantages including tax incentives, there are many reputational benefits from being a registered charity.  Charities are often able to raise funds from the public, grant-making trusts and local government more easily than non-charitable bodies; they can formally represent and help to meet the needs of the community; and they are able to give the public the assurance that they are being regulated by us. Registered charities can also obtain tailored advice from the Charity Commission.  
How will registering as a charity strengthen the governance of mosques? 

Once an organisation has registered with us as a charity, its trustees have ongoing duties and responsibilities, which may involve regular contact with us.  Details of the organisation including its charitable aims and the names of the charity’s trustees are entered on to the Central Register of Charities (available to view to the public on our website www.charitycommission.gov.uk). 
This means the public can be confident that charities are accountable, transparent and are effectively regulated. Registered charities also benefit from access to a range of free advice, guidance and support from us on issues such as fundraising, trustee duties and responsibilities, governance, finance, working with children and vulnerable beneficiaries. Findings from our recent survey of mosques in England and Wales (see below) show that mosques that have been in contact with the Charity Commission are more likely to have appropriate procedures in place including child protection policies, CRB checks for staff and volunteers and building insurance. 
What has the FSCU achieved so far?

The FSCU is initially working in the four regions in England and Wales with the highest concentration of Muslim communities. Having started work in London, the North West and the Midlands last year, the FSCU is launching its work in Yorkshire and the Humber this May.

Since May 2008 the FSCU has made over 230 face-to-face visits to mosques around the country, and has delivered over 90 presentations and a series of registration workshops in each region that the FSCU has worked in. These workshops have been opportunities for charities, representing different minority faiths, to share good practice with each other. In addition a number of  workshops have been specifically targeted at accountants, auditors and lawyers who work with Muslim and minority faith charities. 
There are now 438 mosques which are registered charities, an increase of almost one third since the project began.  
Survey of Mosques

The FSCU commissioned an independent survey of mosques in England and Wales to increase knowledge and to provide greater baseline information on mosques. This survey is believed to be the widest of its kind carried out to-date and highlights the rich and diverse nature of activities that take place in mosques. A briefing for parliamentarians on the survey’s findings is available from our ePolitix hosted micro-site at: http://www.epolitix.com/fileadmin/epolitix/stakeholders/Mosque_survey_MP_briefing_final.doc. 
A copy of the report is available from our website at: http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/Library/tcc/pdfs/fscumosqu 
Who is supporting this line of work?  What support do you have from faith communities? 
The Charity Commission is receiving a grant of £1.2m over two years from the Department of Communities and Local Government to help establish the Faith and Social Cohesion Unit.  Additional funding of £200,000 a year comes from within our existing budget.

As the FSCU’s work has initially focused on Muslim charities we have established a Project Board including representatives of the Mosques and Imams National Advisory Body (MINAB), British Muslim Forum, Muslim Association of Britain and Muslim Council of Britain to direct and evaluate the FSCU’s work and to provide specialist advice.

The FSCU has also worked with over 30 different organisations and developed productive collaborative relationships with key partners across all the regions that the FSCU is working in, including local authorities, local councillors, constituency MPs and with a wide range of regional partners.
How can I find out more?
We’re very keen to engage with Parliamentarians, as we know many of them have extensive knowledge and experience of faith communities.  The head of the Faith and Social Cohesion Unit, Ghulam Rasool, and his team, are happy to meet with Parliamentarians to discuss the work of the FSCU.  If such a meeting would be helpful, please do get in touch using the details below.

PARLIAMENTARY BRIEFING


The Charity Commission’s Faith and Social Cohesion Unit


May 2009





   For more information please contact our Assistant Parliamentary Officer, Nathaniel Pimlott, on 020 7674 2322 or at 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nathaniel.pimlott@charitycommission.gsi.gov.uk" ��nathaniel.pimlott@charitycommission.gsi.gov.uk�











� Mercia Group Report to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in April 2006





