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Introduction

1. The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation. CPRE is the nation’s single largest participant in the planning system, where we have a key role as a proponent of third party rights and the wider public interest. We recognise the crucial role played by conservation controls in protecting the historic environment and the wider countryside. 

2. CPRE has a long history of working to support the historic environment through the planning system. Our network of county branches, regional and district groups, and volunteers have extensive experience of heritage protection and play an active role in local planning matters.

Comments
3. CPRE broadly welcomes the importance being placed on Conservation Area designation as a means of protecting our historic environment. We are pleased by the suggested provision that would reverse the South Lakeland case (Clause 6) and the Shimizu decision (Clause 9 196D 2(b)), as this provides greater protection for the character and appearance of Conservation Areas.  This is something CPRE has been seeking for many years.
4. CPRE also welcomes the obligation of local planning authorities (LPAs) to publish management plans for conservation areas (Clause 5) but have concerns regarding the writing of these. Clause 5(2) states that management plans must be updated from ‘time to time’. This is vague and guidelines on the desired frequency for updating such plans should be provided for LPAs. 
5. CPRE is concerned about public engagement with the management plans. Clause 5(5a) suggests that draft management plans be made available at public meetings. We would recommend that consultation should be undertaken prior to the writing of the document to enable the public to engage with and inform the management plan from an early stage. Furthermore, we are concerned that the public will only be consulted via the public meeting and suggest that LPAs also invite written comments from the public prior to the development of their management plans, or in response to a scoping paper. We also suggest that where established, Conservation Area Advisory Committees should be engaged in the development of Management Plans from an early stage.  
6. CPRE also questions the stipulation, in Clause 5 (5a) that the public meeting must be held in the conservation area in question. Not all conservation areas (e.g. canal conservation areas, sculpture parks) may be appropriate for such meetings, having neither many people resident in the area nor suitable facilities available. Some flexibility is therefore required concerning alternative, suitable venues in such circumstances.
7. Clause 7(1) addresses the publicity of applications for planning permission where the LPA considers the development would affect the character or appearance of the conservation area. It is unclear if this clause refers only to developments within the conservation area, or whether it also refers to developments abutting or affecting the setting of the conservation area. CPRE firmly believes that it should cover developments external to the conservation area that could affect the setting. This should be clarified in the wording of the clause. 
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