All Party Parliamentary Group on Heart Disease

Parliamentary Bulletin – 16th June 2009


Dear APPG members
Please note the following opportunities to raise important issues relating to heart health.

· Thursday 18th June - Food, Farming and the Environment general debate

· Tuesday 23rd June - Health Questions (deadline for tabling is Wed 17th June)
Food labelling:     What are the Government's current plans for a mandatory food labelling system?

In light of the recent independent report commissioned by the FSA on food labelling, what are Government’s plans to encourage companies to adopt a clear and consistent food labeling scheme? Will the Government still continue “to examine the case for a mandatory approach where this might produce greater benefits, particularly for children’s health” as outlined in the Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives strategy paper?

• The BHF supports the FSA commissioned independent report that was published in May. The findings state that a clear and consistent front of pack food labeling system incorporating traffic lights, GDAs (Guideline Daily Amounts) and the terms high, medium and low, should make it easier for people to make healthy choices.

• We believe that a clear and consistent scheme incorporating traffic lights must be supported by the Government and adopted by all food companies to help people to make more informed choices about the food they buy. 

• See the section on food labeling on our website for further information
http://www.bhf.org.uk/news_and_campaigning/our_campaigns/food_labelling.aspx
Other Issues:
· Under the recent "Public services on your side", what consideration has been given to developing patient-held record cards?
Patient-held record cards are a recommendation of the Cardio and Vascular Coalition in its report Destination 2020. These should be reintroduced to record diagnosis, significant test results, emergency treatment received and secondary prevention measures undertaken, including rehabilitation and targets for treatment.
Please also note the following dates for the diary on the Health Bill and tobacco controls

· Tuesday 16th June -  Joint APPG meeting on tobacco controls in the Health Bill.
Smoking and Health, Dentistry, Asthma and Heart Disease APPGs' meeting
Time/Venue: 5pm in committee room 13
Speakers: new Minister for Public Health, Gillian Merron, Paul Thomas - Head of Trading Standards at Devon County Council  and Professor Gerard Hasting will be presenting evidence on point of sale advertising.

· Tuesday 23 June 2009: Screening of a short film produced by the BHF investigating how easy it is for children to buy cigarettes from vending machines.
In an exercise carried out in April, two 14 year old children attempted to buy cigarettes from vending machines in three pubs just yards from the Palace of Westminster. Come along and find out how successful they were and hear from the children that took part.
Time/Venue: 3.30- 5.00pm in CR19
Hosted by Rt Hon Ian McCartney MP and Bob Russell MP
For further information about any of the issues raised, please contact Gillian Watt on 0207 554 0154.
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