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ASBESTOS:
Findings from Membership Annual Survey

The Background

1. Asbestos is present in around 75% of schools in Britain.  Thousands of schools were built between the 1940s and 1980s when asbestos was routinely used in ceilings, wall linings and pipe lagging.
2. In the last 25 years, at least 178 teachers have died from mesothelioma, which is one of the most aggressive forms of cancer and linked to asbestos exposure. There are no statistics for pupil fatalities because of the long latency period of the disease. 

3. The Control of Asbestos Regulation 2006 places duties on those responsible for the maintenance and repair of schools to take reasonable steps to identify the location and condition of Asbestos Containing Materials. The duty holder must then use this information to make a written record and management plan to ensure that the risks of exposure to asbestos are properly managed. 
The Concerns

4. The deep concern of all the school staff unions is that there is a continuing risk to staff and pupils in schools where little is known about where asbestos is and what condition it is in.   In these circumstances it follows that asbestos cannot be safely managed. 

5. The unions are calling for an informed risk assessment of asbestos in schools and proportionate control measures.  At school level, head teachers, staff and governing bodies must be adequately informed and adequately trained.  

The Survey Questions

We have surveyed our members about asbestos management in their schools.  The questions were:
1. Has there been an asbestos survey in your workplace in the last three years?

If yes:





a.
were staff consulted about the results?     
b.
was any asbestos removed?

If no:

a.
have you been told whether there is asbestos in the building?  

b.  
have you been told what condition it is in?



2. Does your employer provide information about asbestos management?

3. Has anyone at your workplace received asbestos training?

The Survey Results

A total of 790 questionnaires were returned from our members in England, in the following categories:

· teachers
· early years and child care (e.g. nursery nurse, teaching assistant, school secretary, midday supervisor)

· wider workforce (e.g. caretaker, bursar, cook, technician)
1. Has there been an asbestos survey in your workplace in the last three years?

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Teachers




176

134

  87

Early Years and Childcare

  
46

  50

  14

Wider Workforce



  54

  46

  32







276

230

133
Total 639

Of the 639 people who answered:

43% said yes

36% said no

21% did not know

If yes:





a.
were staff consulted about the results?     

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Teachers




  80

  79

13

Early Years and Childcare


 15

  24

  2

Wider Workforce



  24

  29

  4







119

132

19
Total 270

Of the 270 people who answered:

44% said yes

49% said no

7% did not know

b.
was any asbestos removed?

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Teachers




  78

  65

22

Early Years and Childcare


 10

  23

  8

Wider Workforce



  19

  32

  5






107

120

35
Total 262

Of the 262 people who answered:

41% said yes

46% said no

13% did not know

If no:

a.
have you been told whether there is asbestos in the building?  

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Teachers




  56

137

13

Early Years and Childcare

  
21

  47

  1

Wider Workforce



  23

  58

  6







100

242

20
Total 362

Of the 362 people who answered:

28% said yes

67% said no

5% did not know

b. have you been told what condition it is in?




Yes

No

Don’t Know

Teachers




32

119

30

Early Years and Childcare


12

  46

  1

Wider Workforce



15

  52

  5






59

217

36
Total 312

Of the 312 people who answered:

19% said yes

70% said no

11% did not know

2. Does your employer provide information about asbestos management?

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Teachers




  88

258

16

Early Years and Childcare
 
 
21

  79

  5

Wider Workforce



  27

  82

10







136

419

31
Total 586

Of the 586 people who answered:

23% said yes

72% said no

5% did not know

3. Has anyone at your workplace received asbestos training?

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Teachers




  83

176

  95

Early Years and Childcare

  
16

  69

  15

Wider Workforce



  28

  50

  33






127

295

143
Total 565

Of the 565 people who answered:

23% said yes

52% said no

25% did not know

Conclusions

There are a significant number of schools where staff are not aware of the dangers of asbestos, they do not know where it is and are not involved in its management.  How can they be expected not to damage it and to ensure that pupils do not damage it?

This survey provides substantial evidence that urgent action is required to improve standards of asbestos management, particularly training for staff and authorities.  The results of this survey add weight to the Voice election manifesto, which calls for: 
The creation of an action plan for asbestos in schools, including: an audit of the extent, type and condition of asbestos in educational institutions and the standard of management; an assessment of the risk to those who work and learn in educational institutions; the provision of relevant training and guidance and the raising of awareness of the dangers of asbestos in these institutions so they can manage asbestos risks appropriately; and for all the asbestos to be identified and removed in a phased programme when schools are refurbished under BSF and PCP.
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