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SERVICE  TO  CONSTITUENTS

Surgeries have been held fortnightly, usually alternating between my office at The Esplanade, Silksworth Junior School, Thorney Close Community Centre and Pennywell Neighbourhood Centre.   In addition my office is open to constituents without prior appointment on each weekday morning.   I again thank my assistants, Pat Aston, Graham March and Rebecca Atkinson for their hard work.

PARLIAMENT

Business has included the passing of Bills to enable the introduction of identity cards;  the creation of Trust schools;  to reform entitlement to disability benefit and amend the law in relation to children and adoption.   Measures currently before Parliament include Bills to create an offence of corporate manslaughter, to provide for the long term reform of pensions (including better provision for women and a second state pension);  a Climate Change Bill and a Bill to provide a better framework for treating people with mental disorders.   Coming shortly:  a further attempt to reform the House of Lords and a Bill to reform higher education.   In addition, the ban on smoking in public buildings, for which Parliament voted decisively last year, will come into force from July 1.

LOCAL  ISSUES

Issues in which I continue to take a close interest have included plans for the redevelopment of the town centre, particularly the Vaux site;  local plans for recycling and waste disposal;  the future of the Nightingale House site in Hendon;  the activities of the Sunderland Housing Group, especially the Group’s plans for the redevelopment of Ford, Pennywell and Doxford Park;  the conservation of the City’s Victorian heritage;  combating youth crime and anti-social behaviour;  the impact of the Government’s education reforms on local schools and the impact of equal pay and single status on local government finance. 

ENGAGEMENTS

These have included regular meetings with the Leader and Senior Officers of Sunderland City Council and the Chief Executives of City Hospitals, the Primary Care Trust, the Housing Group and the Divisional Commander of Police.   I have also met with the University Vice-Chancellor and the Principal of the City of Sunderland College.   In addition I have visited a number of local schools including Southmoor, St Aidan’s, St Anthony’s, Thornhill and Sunderland High.   I have attended meetings of the Hendon, Pallion & St Anne’s, Silksworth and St Michael’s ward branches.  The Foreign Office continues to make occasional use of me  -  during the last 12 months I have been sent on missions to the Congo and Uganda.

