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Prof Grady and Prof Cockell will join a group of world-class researchers from the three OU 

departments that form CEPSAR: Earth Sciences, the Planetary and Space Sciences 

Research Institute (PSSRI), and the Astronomy Research Group in the Department of 

Physics and Astronomy. 

CEPSAR studies the origins, systems and processes with respect to the evolution and 

chemistry of materials that form the stars and planetary bodies, the processes and natural 

systems that shape the environment of our habitable world now and in the past, and the 

essential properties of a Solar System that allows life to develop.  

Director of CEPSAR Professor Bob Spicer says: “We are delighted that Prof Grady and Prof 

Cockell will be joining our team.  CEPSAR provides an enthusiastic and integrated research 

culture, forging collaborative alliances across disciplines, to which these two exceptional 

individuals will add further depth and knowledge.”  

The news of the appointments was welcomed by Professor Alan Bassindale, Pro-Vice-

Chancellor (Research and Staff), who said: “In aiming to undertake research that is 

distinctive and of the highest quality, CEPSAR requires staff of the highest calibre. Without 

doubt, these appointments meet that objective and I look forward to the contributions these 

new colleagues will make to an already significant research area.” 

The professorial appointments are the latest outcome of the university’s investment in its 

research activity as it brings together some of the leading researchers in Earth and space 

sciences, education, criminology and computing in new centres of excellence. CEPSAR is 

one of five new inter-disciplinary research centres to have been created; it is joined by the 

Centre for Citizenship, Identities and Governance; the International Centre for Comparative 

Criminological Research; the Centre for Research in Computing; and the Centre for 

Research in Education and Educational Technology. 
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