PACT briefing on the Queens Speech

The following is the full list of Bills announced by the Queen at the State Opening of Parliament on 26 November 2003:

Bills that will have a direct or indirect impact on Leonard Cheshire 
Draft disability discrimination Bill

This Bill would widen the scope of the 1995 Disability Discrimination Act, possibly to include public authorities and transport services.  This has been widely campaigned for and now broadly welcomed by the disability sector, although most have expressed concern over the fact that it is still only draft a may be lost in the busy timetable.  We look forward to having an opportunity to assess the bill's provisions and hope to be actively involved in its pre-legislative scrutiny.

Draft charities Bill

This Bill would reform the law on charitable status. The regulation of charity fundraising will also be overhauled, with a new crackdown on street collections. Leonard Cheshire welcomes this bill and we will continue to work with the NCVO and other charities to speed up its progress.

European Parliamentary and Local Elections (Pilots) Bill (carried over)

A Bill to 'make provision for piloting in certain regions different methods of voting at the European Parliamentary general election in 2004 and at certain local elections held at the same time; and to enable consequential alterations to be made to voting procedure at local elections.'  Leonard Cheshire will take this opportunity to ensure that accessible voting systems for disabled people are addressed as far as possible in the bill.

Community Interest Companies Bill

This Bill would help social enterprises and the not-for-profit sector to innovate.  Ministers say the new community interest companies will "radically change the social enterprise sector" by enabling community groups to fund their own firms.  Once more detail is available on this bill, PACT will include a summary in Policy Watch.

Pensions Bill

This Bill would introduce a pensions protection fund and change the law on the winding-up of occupational pension funds. A pensions regulator may also be included.  PACT will keep a watch on this and provide a briefing for personnel when available.

Employment Relations Bill
This Bill would make changes to the recognition and derecognition of trade unions for collective bargaining under the 1999 Employment Relations Act.  PACT will keep a watch on this and provide a briefing for personnel when available.

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Bill (carried over)

This Bill would reform the planning law, providing for greater community involvement in planning procedures. This could have an impact on our reprovisioning plans. PACT will keep a watch on this and provide a briefing for the development team when available.

Other Bills which do not directly affect Leonard Cheshire

Higher Education Bill

This Bill would allow higher education institutions to vary tuition fees by a set margin, provide for a bursary scheme for poorer students and create an independent access regulator.

Asylum and Immigration Bill

This Bill would introduce a single-tier for asylum appeals, streamlining the process.

Child Trust Fund Bill

This Bill would introduce the Chancellor's so-called 'baby bond' scheme, providing a trust fund for every child born after September 2002.

House of Lords Bill

This Bill would remove from the remaining hereditary peers, place the appointments commission on a statutory footing.

Judicial Appointments Bill

This Bill would set up a supreme court to replace the Law Lords to be appointed by a new independent commission and abolish the role of Lord Chancellor.

Domestic Violence and Victims Bill

This Bill would criminalise breaches of non-molestation and occupation orders and widen the scope of restraining orders. A register of civil orders may also be included. It would provide for a commissioner for victims and witnesses and statutory code of practice for witnesses and victims.

Civil Partnerships Bill

This Bill would allow same-sex couples to have their relationship registered as a civil partnership, according them similar rights as married couples. Provision may also include couples in non-sexual relationships, such as siblings.

Child Protection Bill

This Bill would create a director of children's services and member for children in every local authority and establish a children's commissioner for England.

Housing Bill

This Bill would reintroduce the idea of sellers' packs, provide for the regulation of houses in multiple occupation and alter the law on council tenants' right to buy.

Human Tissue (Retention) Bill

This Bill would address the retention of human tissue without consent.

Traffic Management Bill

This Bill would give local authorities powers to control streetworks and confer a duty on them to co-ordinate traffic management activities. Additional enforcement powers for the Highways Agency will also be included.

Northern Ireland Bill

This Bill would introduce a judicial appointments commission for Northern Ireland.

Companies Bill

This Bill would implement post-Enron reforms to companies' audit and accounting arrangements.

Nuclear Decommissioning Bill

 This Bill would create a liabilities agency to take on the decommissioning of nuclear sites. It may also alter electricity-trading arrangements.

Civil Contingencies Bill

This Bill would strengthen emergency powers, widen the definition of what constitutes an emergency and provide for the regional declaration of a state of emergency. A new framework for civil defence is also included.

Fire and Rescue Services Bill

This Bill would implement reforms to fire services outlined in the 2003 White Paper.

Finance Bill

This Bill implements the Budget.

Armed Forces Pensions Bill

This Bill would allow for new pensions and compensation arrangements in the armed forces.

Public Audit (Wales) Bill

This Bill would create a single public audit body for Wales.

European Union Bill

This Bill would implement any draft EU constitution.

Defence White Paper

This will provide an assessment of the new strategic environment.

Draft identity card Bill

This Bill would make arrangements for the introduction of identity cards, including a national database.

Draft gambling Bill

This Bill would reform the law governing the gambling industry.

Draft euro referendum Bill

This Bill would allow for a referendum to be held on UK entry into the European single currency.

Draft criminal defence service Bill

This Bill would provide for the creation of a criminal defence service.

Draft school transport Bill

This Bill would allow for local authorities to pilot new schemes to combat congestion.
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